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Taiwen's Hodel Lopd Heforw by Baymond ﬁ@gy
in &_}}“’i}w nf thin ¥ear the Bermplic of Dhins ﬁ%‘zé eaishrote the S0tk annie
veraay of ths flight o Chiang &&1§hﬁk with his army and other

Faithtul folliowers {row to the provipee of Talwan. Dut as & .
successor, of Prasldent hmm f&%-ﬁe&; he slso. br&ughh Fith him the ideas gmﬁaﬁﬁé{
plans of . thﬁtAgr@a% reformer. .
After its arrival, amd assured eP nm%lﬂﬁ&l secquny
ard with Amarican ﬂCﬁﬁlec dlﬁ tas new ﬁ&varmmgnﬁ_ &
the policies of a new pation. ' e
Taiwan, which still regards itself ass a province of Ghina, duﬁiﬁg'ﬁhe R Y
years of Jepanese cecupation served wainly as a rice end cane-suger bowl which
exported much of its produce to Japan. The development of industry was not
_ercomraged, And aside from a source of raw meterials, 1t ssrved as a Japanese

'éﬂerlaam,sea poﬁev.“
vhe work of h&wlﬁg

e

—maval et air base. This vas.what the Fepublic of China inherited aiter. the

peace of 1945
#

Dr, Sun Yat-sen, during his exile in Western countries after the abortive
revolution in 1895, wes grestly influenced by the concepts of lamd reform of
Henry George and John Stuart Mill. When he returnsd in 1911 and become pre-
sident of Chins, he sought to avply what he called the %Tequalization of land
rights.* Ip the censtitution of the mew nation on Talwen, these concepls are
3p&1§wﬁ out,

then the Chisng Ksi-shek goverrmment procssded to implemen :5e principles
step by step. Henb was reduced from 70% of the cash crop to 37.5 %. Wit h
whet the farmer retained, he was azble to pay for his land in ysarly instsllments.
In 2 few yvears 300G,00¢ fzrmers were asble fo own thelir own land. The goverment 's
publiicly owned land, taken over from oolonisl Jaspen, snd whet was l2f% in the
hapds of landlords gr&&ua}ly moved into the possession of the people whe tilled
it at 5 price of roughly 2.9 times the value of an znnual.crop.

The govermnment's purchsse of the holdings of the wamﬁ&s&mﬁ was aided by
U.S. loans sduministered by the American Secourity Mission spd s Chinese-bumerican
Joint Commission cn Eural REconsiruction.

According to Eerl Bramdt of the Hoover Institotion of Stenford, who was 2
member of President Elﬁ%nhﬁﬁ@r's Council of Econemic ﬁdv1aer$, the loss to the
landlierds by this transfer has been more then repsid, since theecopomic growth
of the nation has offered tihem greater opportunities outside of sgricuiture.
Brapdt!'s summation is this:

“This achievad agrerian reform represents a challenge to all those leaders
in developing countries who have been toying with vegue ideas of reform:
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1--The redistribution of lami has fortified the peoples! faith in the
institution of property im land and in Guarantee? freedom of menagement of
this resource. Avoidance of coniiscation apd payment of indemnity to the ex-
propriated part of the land, combined with the general uplift of the economy
and the disappearance of conflict betwe:n lanclords and tenants, have contri-
buted to 2 feelinmg of assurance.

2--The new owners have actually paid off within the periocs of 10 years the
entired debt to the land Bank of Taiwan, thus clusing the chapter on fgraian refor m

3--Instead of a reduction of agricultural output that has invariably fol-
iowed agrarian reform in other countried, the case of Talwas proves that it is
possible te avoid such damsge if appropriate opportunities are opened to farmers
and if ineentives are present.®

C. K. Yen, vice president of the republic, said a year agc that as a result
of the reforms 86% of the farm population has become owners of 90% of the pro~
ductive land in Taiwan.

The prosperity of Taiwan is shown not oniy by expanding exports amd indus-
trial growth but by its influence in otper developing countries. For example,
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