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THE ViSION AND THE REALIZATION
by
B, L. OUTHWAITE

I these davs of revolution abroad and of
the undermining of the old order at home,
AMthe visionary is abroad in the land who
i reams of a new order ansing out of the
ashes of the old. But, dav by day, grnim
eality mocks at the vision as # delusion,
nd lays low the castles in the air. ¥ope
loives way o despair as the demobilized
larmies pass into the ranks of the unem-
plaved and become receivers of weekly
i oles . as the meaning of the debt of
== : 2.000,000,000 comes to be recognized in
the fact that toilers must work six months in the year to satisty
the tax-eatherer and the protected profiteer, Dreams of freedom
and prosperity give way to the nightmare of unemployment, of
enslavement, and of poverty deeper and more harassing than
shat known to this generation. 50 the days which will deter-
mine the future of the peovle of Britain pass, so the opportuniey,
that will never return, is being lost.  And why 7 Is it becauss
there i no way by which the visions, the hopes, the aspirations
of mankind can be realized 7 There is & way, there is 2 means o
hand, but the visionary with his eyes in the clouds misses the
nath,

5 THE VISION

&

% And what is the vision 7 It is that of mankind se
comrddes in freedom, subject to no master class, producin V.
ease all that is necessary to mainsam themselves in comiort, OF
homes that invite, and to whose door the wolf of hunger never
comes, nor the fear that the children of the hearth shail ever fecl
its fanzs. A vision of communal service providing the things of
beauty and knowledge, the masterpieces of the artist, of the
composer, and the musician, now reserved for the rich alone; a
vision of the pleasure garden, and such a building for dance and
muisic set therein as that to which the happy people of a Danish
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THE LAW OF THE LAND

ay to reabization. A comipon fund 13

And there is a siinple
ce, to mzke the

;:cadr:,d ifm memm BT
5 10 :pncicty no - 3 plague spot, a Camping
icared anioy =?q. :w»aiting the vo Take von
- whilst there is vet time, ag
open the books mf the Law and ;
e great legal aughorities -
The *imL thimz the student has to do is to get rid
the 5 of ahsolute ownership. Such an 3d a 13 quiie
Gnknown in Boglish faw. No man in law s absolute
awrner of his lands.  He only owns an estate m them,
Williams (* Real Properiy,” 12th ed. p. 17).

b

Al lands or tenements in Bngland in the hands of
jects are holden mvdntdy or immediately, of the King,
For in the law of England we have not any subjects larnd
which is not so holden

Coke (Flnstitutes” . 4881

T being a received and now undenizble principle o fawr
shat all lands in England are holden medintely ov imme-
mediarely of the King,

Tilackstone (° Commentaries,” Vol 1L, p. 106).

REALIZATION

NIV, euli@;?]tml wou1 as to the realization
his oround at

Tioes not this, oh! vis
of that communal service that you dream of?
your feot, thm beoks of the law say, is your land, thet

e v holds
it in trust ;m Vo, v‘d ¥ o1, through the {‘romm are the ground
fandlord of Britzin. 3o, too, with every citisen of Britain. Thf‘
Iand is the common property of the citdrens ! s right and by
Lo, Clannot vou now see how 1o come by the comi mvinal funed?
Surely vour eves are not so blinded by b-w}mg&; zt the far-off sun
that you cannet see the way to come by realis itzf n! Orisitthat
Lm, way 1s so simple that vou scorn to take 1t and prefer to remam

isionary and g your chains? Be that as 1t may, vhe way is
ma”m The 'i!oldm of the tand of Britain, 1o equity and law, are




tenants holding the common property. Let them be called upon
to pay economic rent, for the privilege of holding, into the common
fund and the common fund is forthwith estabhshed. There will
then be provided for the realization of the vision of communal
service a tund of hundreds of millions a yvear to start with. And
as the communal activities proceed, so, vear by vear, will the

fund grow.
THE COMMON FUND

And the amount that each citizen shall pay into the commeon
fund, when the holder of a portion of the common property 1s
assessed, the law of rent decides it. Payment of the economic
rent will fulfil his obligation to the community. He will pay
what another would bewilling to pay for the privilege of using
the piece of the common property he holds. 5o, oh! visionary,

you arrive at your common fund for common service, and that
without taking a penny piece from the result of any man's
individual effort.  For the pavment of economic rent s in itself
2 perurn for comnminal service without which land would have
no value. Now you can proceed apace. From that fund in four
years you can spend £1,000,000.000. Go ahead with your visions
and embody them in fact, for it is realization that the people
need, not the fabric of impaipable dreams.

POVERTY ABOLISHED

And there s the greater vision of the world set free from
poverty through each citizen being able easily to provide himself
with the home, the clothing, the food, and all that makes glad
the heart of man.

And, agam, oh | visionary, take your eyes from the clouds;
Manna dropped once from heaven, but to-day it rises up from
+he earth at the hand of labour. 5o, agam, you must cast your
eves upon the ground at your feet if you would come by the
realization of vour vision. Remember that in law and in equity
it is the land of ail the citizens, But in the practice of injustice
it is held in private possession by the few. And as all wealth
comes from the land at the hand of labour, the men 11 possession
determine how much wealth shall be produced. Their own
needs satisfied, they lock up the storehouse and leave the
willions bereft of opportunities to produce. But to unlock the
storehouse there exists the simple way. These landlords, in law
and equity, are tenants of the community. Make them tenants
in fact. Exact from them the economic rent of the land they
hold, Then they will act as tenants, they will produce from the
tand, or they will pass it on to another who will.  And when
to the millions employed, and to the millions unemploved, or
partly employed, the storchouse of Nature is opened, when they
are nided and cheered by the overflowing common fund provided




v matural law, think vou, oh ! visionary, that there will stifl be
poverty i the land 7 1 so, then Naturs has depted to man,
alone of an crearion, the opportunity to gratify the atri-
butes with which she has endowed him. And that fmly the
fool who says in his heart there 5 no God, will believ

ACT BEFORE TO0 LATE

50 in these days let us have visions, but let us hasten to ther
ation ere they fade AW, For the abvss is opening, the
sliies darken, as maghey forces, the aver s of human folly,
vather strength,  Sacrifice can no longer be endured, let the
Tand be restoved o the community, and communal service, allied
tey individual effort in co-operation, will lift the curse of ;;mcw,
from the land. and enable man to be, as Nature intended—TFre
Tiw.m in, thy : 54’ th\, C omrmnwwlth League, the vision n
ion forthwith,

THE COMMONWEALTH LEAGUE

nent of the common right o the land by the pavment by zach
fandholder of the economic rent, which tsthe conmw value
of the site he holds,

fend for the manifesto,
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