lﬁtﬁl&ﬁ hemgs Born mto the; Wor[d are bam wrth an m &1
qual’ vight fo life. Life belng ‘a - sia ; : Ty
oaty to'be sust&med by access tonatire, i
5 Al have an dgual right fo life, all have an equal rlght
“anidi o a toﬂﬂml oL the earili;” Bt inasmuch: as neces
uu&er the clrcumstames ‘ef these days secures ﬂppartaa_
'ymg degrees of advaxztage, the squal kight of afl has o, be gstal

couf&:mzty with these. M}ﬂdlt!ﬂﬂS»: Fhe law ol reng dater
cArom: the startmg point of: that fand’ frem’ whicl iy
_ 'tmmble, Jecause of tack of supennr advantage,_
i the: opportnmty that any ether land provides; and to:secure:
i nd sent i paid.  The equal rxght af all" e the: Band: can:
€5 a‘bhshed.by sackh ocoupier of the common. pmparty payi
to o ommon fmld e ‘annnal valog of “the prw;lege of iwldmg

] Tlie. commumiy witl e be the safe

;! landl.orﬂ - Thus ali human Jbeings born info the warm Wil

e beiw into it ds. ltﬁ egﬂal mheritors l*hus the equal rnght ta lle
i be estabhshed i . :

ORIGIN OF THE Lz GUE:
i HE . (,ommonwedlth Lcag‘ue was founded h
- group of - men who ‘had | been . ASSOCIREE
with the mavement for ‘the: ta\:at:on- andirat
ng- of land values as fiscal Ieasires. ig kegepi
‘with the néeds.-and the political " circw
of - the past..  The founders | s
needs ol the near future would be LETiH
nd tha tead: of having to prc:e 't
Atied _to the \/estui ;




“occdsions, teach new dutiess; .

©UY Time malkes ancient good gncouth

" e must upward still and onward ©
Who would keep abreast of triath.”

They saw that the hour had arrived’ to lift the cause for
which Henry George lived and died, for which many of his fol=
owirs have lived and died, out of 'the category of rates: and

axes, and present it to the people, pure and undefiled, as a gre:
yoral issue, and the means of emancipation’ capable of.imm
diate adoption. In promotion of this conviction as to wherg
duty lay, it was decided to abandon advocacy of taxation for
“the simiple and uncomprotising demand for the Restoration of
‘the. Ldnd by procldmation, to be followed by payment of
_jeconomic rent by those holding: the common property. Thes, to-
solve the rating problem and that of decentralisation of adminis- -
“fration, .it was decided that, after the national debt to the:
ex-Service men had been honoured from the Common Land
“Rent Fund, it -should be allocated fo the municipalities. in
accordance with population and relevant considerations, for the
Fulk satisfaction of communal needs. s
. Those who took this step did so in the light of pasf
“experience as propagandists. They knew how the cause of
eniancipation had failed because presented in fiscal terms. To
~the masses a tax is a tax, and a rate is a rate, and to associate
“the redemption of mankind' with either seemed’to them an
absurdity. . To proclaim the land to be the common property.
“of the community, and to collect its rent for the community, is..
‘prasped at once as being a revolutionary proposal, carrying
Swith it the greatest hope for ‘the realisation of their desires. 7
.. The taxers and raters will get a land-tax from:a Labour®
“Giovernnient, and, as has happened in Australia and New'
. Zealand, being a tax, it will carry the conventional exemption,
“and there the cause will founder. Cn
- Itis the new duties that new occasions teach that the League’
calls upon all upholders of Freedom to assume. It is for some?
“to'blow. the embers on the domestic hearth; it is for others to-
strive to light a beacon on the mounatain top; it is: for some
to turn and re-turn the sods of the valley; it is for others to-
blaze a path wpward and onward through the wilderdess. . T
is:to= the latter the Commonwealth League makes its call—
s knowing: that, come what may of the endeavour, no evil can
result 10 the cause of Truth by proclaiming to the-people th
ruth; the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth: The Trut
s'to. How they have come to be enslaved, and as to how the
ay set'themselves free, if they but have the courage to right s

“ai anciept wropg in the coming hour of opportunity- Ay

onrfhdt will come but swiftly pass, and pass beyond recalk..-




that is to-say of ihe dance of spurious mirth, danced b
‘doomed who. seck to spend the eve: of - a. bitter

‘in forgetfulness.  So. Youth danced and  drank deep
before <the . return to the shambles in  France. . Fh
‘spirit of fatalism and bravado has survived ”’the W
to. infect those who have other than a soldier’s reason
~for seeking immunity from reality. Those who ostensibly: rul
those who rule secretly through the Press and the mart, tho
who revelled in slanghter from afar off, those who befouled the
temples reared to the Prince of Peate, those.who saw- in th
prolongation of massacre the enbancement of profit, those w
~lied to the masses and.deluded them into the belief that through
comurder; glorified by. the name of war, they would come by the
“new world of their desires—all these know that for them' ths:
~:day.of retribution will come. Meanwhile they boast and-'
swagger like the satraps of Belshazzar at the feast:—

“ They drank wine and praised thc gods of gold, and’ of'
silver, ‘of brass, of wood, and of stone.’

But for them, too, the writing is on the wall: ™ Mene
D God ‘hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.” :

If the spirit of the working people were that of these ghouls
_ -Of the human slagghter-house, of thesé vampires glutted with
~blood-money, the appeal of the Commonwealth League would
- indeed -provide food for derision. But debauchery  is mat
persistent with those who must labour day by day or perish:
¥or those engulfed in the pit are evér searching for the upward
‘path, those.in the valley of the shadow of death in life are worit

¢ to seek for a sign of deliverance in the skies above.  Awhile

they may be misled by a false dawn, awhile they may: be
.+ deceived by false prophets, awhile they may be hypnotised into
‘. mistaking black infamy for white-garbed righteousness, but at
-hands-grips -with reality in the btrufrgle for existence they wi

< ‘comeby the Truth, and by Truth be guided into the path of dity:

~ - And in the hour of enlightenment a multitude of men will
" seek to vindicate the cause of Right. They will realise that the

. have blindly folowed the worshippers of the foulest fetish. The

7 at the bidding of the high priests of Moloch they have passed

“their children through the fire or compeélled the chitdren of their
comrades to the sacrifice. They will realise the .meaning

" 600,000 graves in France, which we are told it will take ten yed

D mark w1th the crosses of remembrance. In someihmg

durable than stone they will realisé that the meiiory  of.

}ouno" dnd the brave must be perpﬁ,tuatcd I)lml} '1t i

,




4 - " ;
ot mmanki ik away ‘with their pieces
e potter’s field. iGod of the martyrs ist
hureh?”; so will the religion of humanity spri
otld altar of human sacrifice.

I the days of realisation of what duty demands; in’ th
night which is at hand, when the ghosts of the slain will walk
and not pass unheeded, men will seek to devote themselves' t
dome great cause whose appeal is relevant to their misglvings.
aird desires. . It cannot be that they then will scoff at the fruth

hat Farth has been made a hell of iniquity because what Natun
intended for all has heen usurped by the few. That througl
this usurpation, this denial of the common right of all, there has
‘grown up the privileged systems of monarchy, aristocracy, and’
plitocracy on the one hand, and human slavery on the other.
That war, with its blood-runping shambles, is but the butchery:
of slave-class by slave-class in the promotion of the opposing’
ambitions of the ruling class—the ruling class because they
have appropriated the earth. That peverty, with Its hunger-
stricken victims consigned to premature death, is but the out-
come of the struggle of slave against slave for the privilege of
- .obtaining a master—master because privileged, slave because
dispossessed. The civilian who regarded war through the
mentality of the journalist, which was that of the spectator ata’
gladiatorial show, may be slow in coming to realisation of . the
truth and to recognition of what is demanded of him. But it is:
not so with many of those who came by reality on the battle-
Hields. These know where duty lies to the dead and to the living..

it is in view of the day of the awakening of the people that
‘the Commonwealth League has put forward its demand for the

assertion forthwith of the common right to the land. Politi-
cians will contend that it is mot *° practical politics.”” War is -

practical politics. It is practical politics to.devastate the world:. .

to: settle whether Russian or German exploiters should secure
the reversion of the derelict Turkish Empire. But it is not .
‘practical politics to secure to all British citizens an equal partici- o

‘pation in the bounty that Nature has conferred on them through -

‘Britain ! It is not practical politics to destroy the incentive to
“war and the cause of poverty by a simple act of justicel. ¥t .
.matters not. The appeal is made past the politicians to the -
péople they have betrayed. It is a call to the people to redeem
~theéir bodies from siavery, their minds from the coatrof of char-
atans, and their souls from the keeping of Pharisees and hypo<. -
‘crites: It 35 a call to the people to resent the debasement of’
-human nature that the past years have effected and to bring
mankind inte the upward path by securing for each and ail that
fich beneficent Nature has provided for each and all. And:.
e appeal will not be made in vain if it but reaches the people..:
reat 15 Truth, and will prevail i
4




£ mient of an ideal ¢ -of ‘society
Nl in_ fair weather “days with' the paralysin
I Leave well alond. - In: such times "z
: e the rashness of resiless spirits and disturbe
¢ peate. When the ship rests in 2 tand-locked: haven a
those in command can spead easeful days, they regard as.ma
ness any suggestion that anchor should be weighed: and
trials and perils of the deep should be dared inorder'to re
somie far-off shore. Bug it is otherwise when the stormiis up
when the lightning glares and the thunder rolls and the comin
of'a tornado threatens to drive the ship on to @’ lee shior
Then it is the highest seamanship to weigh anchor and beat ou
it the face of the tempest on to the high seas. So the captan
f F1.M.S. Calliope saved his ship alone of all others at anchi
 ‘Apia. Harbour. The parallel holds goods as regards states
manship in these days. The tempest. of war has been followee
by thé cyclone of revolution: ~ Mighty forces are sweeping .
‘organised society on to the lee shore. The ofd dnchors ma;
hold-for awhile, but oanly for awhile. Statesmanship demands.
‘of those in command the order for-a full head of steam anda’
© sétting -out from theé old-time haven of do-nothingness.. - “And
“the people dimly realise that in sich a course liés the hope of:
salvation. Hence it is that the demand of the Commonwealth
Leagué for the Restoration of the Land, which a few years. dg
would have been regarded as the demand of -impossibilists, ar
¥isionary agitators, now can be presented as the only means’of
“éscape from imminent dangers, and is so regarded wherever pre;
sented. to those on whom the catastrophe will fall heaviest
For these see that those in command have no way out, and tha
they will let the ship be driven on the rocks in the beliefthat
“out of the wreckage they will get for themselves a sufficiency of
 salvage as & result of their privileged position.
These are the days of the lull before the stormy, but that 't
storm will ‘come canbe predicted when the forces are
‘sidered which make for its engendering.. It is not te he believed .
~ that the masses who Iabowr, who have had présented to the
" ‘the vision of a new world born of sacrifice, will, withHbut
~struggle, accept the far different fate that is in store for them
“if they do not revolt.against it. Thenswill come. the stormy the
‘troubling of the waters, and the recognition that safety lies e
‘brave setting out from the anchorage. ~And what is the vis}
‘of the new world, and what is the reality that is marching
‘inexorably to its devastation? The vision was of a new wor
i which the fruits of labour would be assured in full foith
labourer.” A vision of freedom in place of ‘bondage, of
‘provision of amplitude of all that maketh glad the heart: of ma
hrough co-operation of man with his fellow, and: an
of the struggle for existence: ™ IR IR SRR e o Ry




ut amirage to entrap mien to destruvuon
debt of - £8,000,000,000, mean to those who dream of ‘the ne
world in which man shall gather in full the ‘fruits of his labe
he Government is now beiig compelled to borrow at 6 p
st we will take the terms.of (the Funding Loan. as the
andctrd The advertisement of the bonds ran: © For ew,ry
£80 put into the Fundmg Loan the State will pay £260.”7
. So m forty years .in principal and interest the sum .of
'£26 000,000,000 will have to be provided. Which ~mesns
that the bondholders will have the power to take wealth pro=
" duced during the next forty vears to that walue, ;
il produce it and the bondholders will consuine it.
~much, then, will the workers goshort of the fruis of their
'.'-labour 'lhat fact alone dissipates the vision of the new WOX‘
-t e obtained short of a mighty convulsion. .
~The . interest on the debt at £1,000,000 a day, the o
i of pensions for the still living victims of wir, the cost of Army,
“Navy, and Air Service to guard the spojls. of ‘conquest for. the
-exploiters of matural resources, and: to keep subject races |
‘subjection, with vast subsidies to prn;leged interests, help fo
bring. the revenue demand for this year to £1,400,000,000. . In:
part it has been fraudulently met by the sate (}f stores ; for the
rest, except in so far as taxation falls on fand rent, it is taken
frar_n the producers. It .is the traisference of Wealth and
ealth only comes from the hand of labour. The Excess
Profits Tax is based on the assumption  that  the ex~
pl{}if:ers will wring hundreds of millions in excess profits
out-of. the consumers, and hand over to the State £60 out of
every: £100, and keep £40 for themselves.  Tea is to. provide
£LT,060, 0(}0 sugar £31,000,000, tobacco £62,470,000, and
sa on.. And ‘in addition there is the burden of mumclpal?'
xation, cast in the main on to the houses of the 'workers. Th
cost of the war and its results is being thrown on to the masse
They .pay. takes over the counter, the tax being added to the
price of the goods, together with. the whotedaler s and. retailer’s
pmﬁt ‘e the amount of . the tax. - 'S¢ taxation forces
. And, Aas. pr;ce,s rise. consumptlon will be checke

_Iocal- go.ve;-’;nm'
the frecing of




‘tragedy, and ti
renidered’ imperative by the same cause,
‘rerdaits to  be: considere: ho :
el G stands in reiatlon to pohtms
troctive fact. that whilst, on the one hand; urgan
“taking steps to capture the House of Commons at the i
General Election, and isconfident of a ‘great mieasure of success
o the' other hand redress by way' of Parliament has com
e derided by an- ever—gm’wmﬁ' number of the most’ Active,
imi at the overthrow of the system known by theém' ds’ ©
alism. - The reasonis dot far to seek.  In the first place,
abour programme has been drafted by the Fabians, who, I
Mr. Sidney Wiehb, stand for recognition of the privz ate’ ow
ship of land, dnd Lla;m compensation for its present appropriz
¢s. - It:is a reshash of palliatives proposed hefore the flood-of
lood submerged old political Tandmarks. Tt contains o pro=
osal for the overthrow of” prw:kge and ‘mondpoly,-and the
@pemng of the gates so that Labour may march into. passession
f its own. Therefore the warkers, in default of being shown
0w Parliarment, the. instrument 'of thietr qub]ectzon cam: be
‘made the instrument of their emangipation, Tare commg to cotl=:
emn Parliament, and ‘are seeking -redress of giievdnces By
ndustrial action. ~ In' the second place there are few Parlias
entary Labour leaders equipped to, demand the overthfow' o
the old order. At the last General Election it was as difficy
for an honest man to enter Parliament as for a camel to/p
Hrough the eye of a needle. For Laboiir candidates wh
“takentoffice and Tionours from the Coalition, or had supp{)
(to. the bitter end; the way Wwas made easy, and in m
they were not cpposed But those who had refusedto
hétine interests of Labour were in: the: main overwhel
‘the openirg of the sluices of falsehood and corrip
‘the disappearance from Parliamént of the represent;
_creators. of the Labour Party, the I L:P.; an
'J_mcntanans competent to espouse the: democra

‘ment s at present utilised, Hes'a grea
ﬁeld is clear for the emergence of - gre




] ould ‘eo thmugh ;
the Resmratxon of Bﬂtam to. ople v ould he fﬂ
Anv measare, requ!rmg A Parhamentdry .
ts fate at the hands, of the . Feers:
Then a constititiorial” struggle w _
and, the forcas of Labour be dissipated i ‘an ‘ancient: contro:
Hence it is that the Reésioration of the Land: by
_ppropria@o"a of ‘economic rént provides ‘the. strategy of s
and_-‘econumxc revalution on ‘constitiutional Hnes. - A Eabour
; (‘Qvernmcni would either have to adopt this: policy or abdncan
office in facé of a revolt of the rank and ﬁk lemfmg the field
“open for the estabhshment of mil ary dESpOt!SIT! ‘Therefor
ithat the Commeoniealth: {eagtie . dazmg that the demand it put
rward’ conforms to the ethical, eeonomic, - and’ ‘political ‘neéds,
f anedr and menacing futtre. . Now.is the e to brmg figc:
‘sation 'to the magses as to how alone’ the New World. ¢an
redted. . For aid in the accamphshment of - that task:
appeal is made to all men and women wi : '
of _'pportumtv thrown - wide: open so that the | Gple May, e
ito their beritage:  So.that war and. the: struggle for exisfe
se-to. cirse r'mmlxmd So that Justlce may prevazl and
5. be assured to all- T




