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=1l by its victories,  Laboiir promised redress ;
mow is : How are “Labout ouncillors o fulfil

‘cannot be cartied out without an increase of ex
- As; matters: stand; every improvement in. miin i
15 reflected in'an increase in the rates, which alve
1 burdensome. figiire where improvement: is. me;
increase the taxation on houses to the greatest’ deg
AXpAyers, ds tenants, are the poorest of 'the poor, is:
the course for Labour 6 pursue as a wolic
dress. At present tenants. s
nt and rates are compounded - o
ot they pay in rates.” But an Act. carried ‘i th
ienf shortly cothe into operation’ uider ‘which
mpounded rent-and rate demand will have to_show how'm
and-how' miich,

il upon those who' already pay fa
fact pay nothing at all.’  La _
set. expose the injustice of the r

ndamenital reform. "
EJf‘-Lm:z_d Values Imuﬁiczent .
e-appeal “addressed “to ‘theé: elector
Party on the eve of the poil
nd for the rating of land v
1e demand is-the right on
tom  the communal




fation to the cost of services cast e rates; the
he Iand vatue would not provide the revenue ‘require
Furthermore, to secure the rating of land values woul
quire a Bill which, if it passed the Commons, would'be'ce
of rejection by the House of Lords. . -As will be shown th
‘is‘a better method of arriving 'at the same object whi
“House of Lords could not frustrate short of provoking. e
“Hion. . It has.also to:-be remembered: that a rate ongite: v
would either be paid by the occupier, or all existing” cont
‘made by tenants would have to be broken. Any endedyo
do this. would certainly be frustrated by the House of L
“Confronted’ with this issue; the Government of New  South
Wales; inits Act for the rating ‘of land values, maintaine
Cexisting coniracts. . In view of thése practical difficultie
" movement for the rating of land values was before th
" transformed . into a greater and more realisable demand. .
is for Labour to.advance anfd not to-be content to advocate wh
. ‘Liberals had abandoned as. inadequate. !
“The Memorial Policy.

°'SWhat {s needed is an application of the principle “wh

il -at’ once, throughout the length and breadth of the lan |
+anster the ‘cost of the National Services on to the commun

" “land value fund. = A simple and expeditions method has been

. propounided. 1t is known as the Memorial Policy, having been
‘v set out in a memorial presented to the Asquith Government
" before the war, signed by 173 Members of the House of Com

““mons. It demands that the National Services—Education,;
“Poor Relief; Police, Main Roads and Asylums—shall be tran:
rferred from ‘the rates to the- National Exchequer, and beé
* 'financed by a National Tax on the communal value of land.:
' This demand has-authoritative non-party backing tehind

" it 'so far as the transference of National Services is concerne

. The Royal Commission on Local Taxation reperted in 1901
. regarding these services as follows :— _
" t"Fhe presumption is that a service is national when £
State insists  thaf it should be carried out, and on & certdin
- standard of efficiency being reached. We consider poor: rel
a’'National Service. Under poor relief we include the mainig
ance of pauper lunatics, the provision of asylums, and alsg:th
minor onerous duties administered by Boards of Guardians
‘Orerseers—viz., registration, valnation, vaccination, and som
thers. * Palice and criminal prosecutions are also pre-emi




¢ Departmental’ Committée on Local Fax:
th Government, which' réporied. in: 1914, e
distinction between - Local and National Services, i
of 1914 grovided £11,099,000: for relief of the rateg
of ‘these gervices having  been ‘cast: apon: them.”  Parl;
ent was engaged upon the ‘qlestion iof rating” reform whe
oke out; dnd the sum earmarked for relief of the rates:
swallowed up, and reform discarded for war. SRR

Taxation dccording 10 Inability to Pay. _ :
‘moment’s consideration will show that the first defnand
-abour councillors should make isfor the transference. of

cost of these National Services so that true municipal ser<:
es may. be. financed. They should expose the calculgted:
faftiness of the'rich. men in Parliament in casting the cost of
vices, intended to benefit the working people, on te the -
acks of the poorest in the heaviest degree : as also. the cost:

‘of iservices. that in the main benefit- the rich.  They create’
overty: and -make the poor bedr the cost of its assuagement.
They créate poverty and make the poorest pay the heaviest:
ate’ for' its" police - supervision.’ The -casting of * National -
ervices: on: to- the rates means: relieving. tich: taxpayers af
the expense of poor ratepayers. High tates are due to Parlia-
rent and not to Municipal *“ wasttels,” Let-Tabour cotinclors:
make that clearvto start with, : S RRREE

How the Injustice Operates.

. The fraudulent cruelty of casting Natiomal Services ‘on to
the ‘rates is reflected in the rates ruling in London boroughs:
Where the podrest live there will be the lowest rateable valus;;
the: most children to be educated, the most poor to be relieved
and the rates will consequenily be highest. From: which i¢
also follows that where new houses are most required. the rates’
vied on houses will be heaviest, Conversely it follows that "
here the rich live and the rateable ‘valie. is highest, there ars
the: fewest children to be educated, the fewest poor to be re« .
lieved and thérates are lowest. It also follows:that where new
houses are: least required the rates levied on houses are loivest.
For example, while a rate of 1d. in the £ provides £30,000 in’
estminster; to rajse a similar sum:in Poplar & rate of 83d
required.... Hénce it follows that the rates stard at 8s: 0
estminster, and 14s. 4d." in Poplir, and so.on’ throughou




rer & retien showing how much of the fotal s
dtes goes to meet the cost ‘of . the National  Ser:

1f-find that on an average something like Half the sym
ates goes in this direction.  They will find thdat whete
“are highest, more than half of the total raised goes to.p
ost of National Services. B
" Henge it Jollows that the travisference of National Sevp
vom the rales to the National. Exchequer should mes,
“veduction of the rates by half or" more. T AR
" Méteover, it must be borne in mind that the cost of th
‘new: Educatiot Act, and the increase in the pay of the police
"has not yet been reflected in the rates. Parliament 15 casti
what should be the taxpayers’ biirdens more-and mopre on to; the
“fatepayers, and as the rates rise in coiisequence, Hie respon
Cbility “will be cast upon the Tabour * wastrels " who ‘ma
have provided a few baths, washhiouses or opefr spaces.

ortant  still ; -as’ nnemployment. graws and 7 doles ™.

“reduced or-abolished, the cost of poor relief. will increase.. Th
casual” wards were emptied during the war;, but the latest

fetiirns show that the vagrants are again appearing. | Parlia
“ment is responsible: for: the ‘economic system that crda
‘paverty :and casts. the burden of maintaining its victims-upo
e municipalities, and in chief upon those where its victims
‘the ‘main exist. Higher interest also.means higher rafes. - =
. 8o Labour Couneillors should demand that the State shait
shoulder its responsibilities. The immediate result, as has fsgen
" ‘shown, would be a reduction of the rates by half. That is th
first thing to be done to give scope to the provision of: tri
muticipal sérvices. ~And by demanding: that ‘the cost traas:
ferred to the Exchequer shall be met from the economic rent o
fand, the boroughs would be urging @’ reforin the effect ‘of
hich would also be to loosen the monapoly control of land
4nd’so facilitate municipal activities; i

abltshtheCommon Fund. . v
Tt has been pointed out that the advocacy of the rating of land

. values was discarded for the sounder proposal for the transfer
ence of the National Services to be financed by a National Land

wes Tax as the first thing to be.done. - Now it is urged by.th
Commonwealth Leéague, whose founders. were ‘once advocates of
\ting and taxation of land values, that the circumstanice:
times demand the application of the principle it full mieas)

£




shall pay. the. full economic rent to the. common fhnd
st obligation it is proposed to ‘satisty is the debt du
soldiers; and 1o the dependaiiis of those who fell i dlefe
the tand. This to be met by the alloration of ‘back-pay fron
common fond., AR P

Common Fund for the Municipalitics. . | R
Then it is proposed that the Common Land Rent Fund
ali ‘be ear-marked as 4 Social Service Fund, a fund foi.the:
vision of communal services, The economic reat of land is. -
rent obtainable for permission to yse a natural oppottunity,

Ché site valye of Iand s a communal. value and is not due to
dividual effort as is the case with the valug of improvetiients -
teated in or onthe land. Teisa people valive. It does mot arise in.
any locality from the presence only of the people irv that
locality, but fromi the presence of the community as a whole:
For instance, the men of the Highlands and Islands, ‘where
ere is little land value, help to create the land value- of -
London. - If they had not gone to the battlefields and -the: .
North Sea, .the land of London would have little value for
~anyene now calling himself its owner. From, which it follows
that’ the Common Land Rent Fund, the Social Service Fuad;:
should be collected by the State. ay the central authority, dpd
istributed for the common benefit of all alike. Tts expegdi-
ure should net be left to the central anthority, but to the local -
uthorities, as being more acquainted with communal needs. .
.Tk':ef Common Fund Created by Al _ BRI
This principle was affirmed by the Land Inguiry Committee.
- up by Mr. Lloyd George, and which reported as follows
i support of its demand for the traiisference of the National
ervices and their finance by a National Land Values Tax :— "

1 Though grants from the National Exchequer, from whats"
ver source, can be used to redress inequalities hetween rating
feas, vet a national site tax forms both the simplest and most.
ffective way of carrying out this object. * Sites as. we have
teady shown owe much of their value to comminal labour add

communal expenditure, and to the presence of a large populal

tion in their vicinity ; and it is this peculiar feature which marks.
ierm out as especially fit to bear a special burden. : But




ted Kingdom. = ‘Hence,
Torifiitls anjoy: his fair share of the land
the community, this can only be ‘done by means of a
% Buch a tax; distributed according to. the real
of districts, would tend to- relieve necessitons areas at th
pense of wealthy areas with high site values.”® < o
G The JFard. Rent Fand should be allocated to thé munieip
govérnments per head of the citizens -whose commuinal needs
7 they meet. Then all rates could be swept away: arid-e
" ‘municipafity from the Common Fund would have a'reven
many times that which it at present administers. Then Ed
" “cation and other communal services could be property left
the municipalities o finance, Then civic life would sisc te
" the highest plane through the Common Fund and through the
‘restoration of the land to the community. Compared ‘with
- snch a concept, the rating of land values by way of localities
" isia boggling scheme, as it gives al privileged position ‘tothe
. gitizens of those localities where tand wvalue is highest, ai
robis others of their right share, L
" A Vision of True Civic Life.
This vision is presented -ic Labour councillors because: it
- is one that Parliament could forthwith realise by the simple
" expedient of a Finance Bill calling on every holder of land:.to
" pay. its economic rent. Included in the Budget, the House of
Lords could only reject at the cost of compelling the Govern
“ment 1o declare a state of national bankruptcy. Confrontes
with the dissolution of the Army, Navy, and Civil Service, and’
the default of payment of interest.on the National Debt, the.
Lords. would be¥compelled to give way. Orily thus, shart of
physical revolutien, can Labour effect the social and economic:
. -revolution that is demanded.  Such being the case, itis not fo
" Labouy councillors to take up the position that nothing inuch
" can be done because to do it would cause the rates to rise
“. That would be a fatal policy to adopt.  Each Labour councillo
must take his courage in both haads.- Tens of .thousands of
- children perish each year in foetid slums. Since August, 1914,
probably as many lives have been lost through preventible dis-
ense as were lost on the battlefields, and the seeds of premature
. death have been sown in the bodies of a multitude of citizens
To-day tens of thousands are under sentehce of death fromi
constimption alone. It is for Labour councillors to combat
~disease and death, to demand that the Massacre of the Inne
“cents shall cease. To show that the Government can provide
the means, and that if it will ot it must be swept away and:a
Tabotr Government be substituted. Gl

6.




. _ }is empty, then let the State reahs ‘th
sét 'and ‘aliocate: to the mummpahtles for cammon beneﬁ
nd which is now appropriated to private use, or is wit
Id from- usé. . The value of the common property is
lay | probably - 7510 000,000,000, .~ A Comimon Fund, of
00,000,000 a year, or of half that amotint, ared the land sef
__ould enable Labour councillors to more than. fulfil their
“Let each councillor take the pepulatxon of his
rongh and consider what could . be done were 45 to 410 per
”al!omted to the mummpal tredsury fmm th{, Common':

' F or. socnal regeneratmn we must fook t(} cur Sometcamthe :
icipalities—financed by the. realisation. of - the. Russian’
oviets' great decree : ** The pmvate ownership ‘of land is forth:
with- abolished without compensation.””~ And that realisation is
o be found in the socialisation of economic rent, the restoration .
"of ‘the land to the community, and the estdbhahment of ‘the
‘Common ¥und for common needs. This is- praclxcal Con:
nism devoid of coercion, and Labour can bnnw it to Speedy- '
'reahsatlon by way of the ballot-box: S

otn up for the Commonzealih. : ; :
Tt remaids to be pointed out th&t Labeur councﬂlors, i
_makmg the demand for the assertion of the Common Right to
the: Land as the solution of the prob‘ems that confront the.
- municipalities, would be linking up with a_demand that must .

ake the foremost place in the programme of @e Labour Farty.

the Nationalisation of Coal. Mines Bill "drafted for the =
diners! ‘Federation of Great Bntam the common right to the |
[is ‘asserted; and no compensatmn is to be paid to lard- .
ords’ and” ro;a]ty receivers. . This. ptinciple. was upheld by~
_the iners’ representatives on the Coal Commission. They
stood by their demand for no compensation in the Repert They
‘stood alone because the three ** political economists *’ whoi -
Ahey had nominated for the Commission lei them. down-—Sir: .
‘Lea Chiozza Money, Mr. Sidney Webb, and Mr: Tawney ‘But -
‘the assert:on of the common right to the coal remains the
“miners’ demand, and Mr. Smillie rzghtly utges .the extensmn k
‘of the principle to include all land.

- Again and ‘again Trade Union Congresses and C(}nfer—
‘ences of the Labour Party have demanded the taking of econo-
mic ‘rent by taxation. So, too, the Independent Labour P_arty

ether thh i the Soc1alisatson of the Land as the ba51s of




s the lalest mgam‘yatwn to ]Om' ¢
demand, “So Labotr: cotneitiors;: by, brmgmg '
ities into’ Jine  with this demand, wﬂi ot be’
e fight buf be linking up’ ‘with' A movement that un
_urcumst:mcw “of - the - fimes Cwill ﬁrove to. be 1rres
'The ‘Municipal Labour. Party ' ‘source
ense strength to the Labour: Party as a4 who
des of social -and cconpmic revolution will then
‘trated on the capture_ of Parliament by: Labour for @ gre:
‘pase. Captured: it can and will ‘be if the cause of thae dsserti
f the common right to the.common heritage be made the fi
vigst issue in'the coming str uggle 1o oust the. expim'tmg oz
:and estabhsh & free Commonwedlth :

Tﬁe Commenwea[tb League

'Tbat n the Ap?ﬂmted Day ihe. men?-":'“ |
Pk ¢ the. Peopie nthe, econo

e g . recewed amd n 'pdemable pﬂnapie n
s in :Engiand are holden m.edjately or'mmedxatel
Blackstone (‘zﬂommentanes, Vol 1t p ""06) _
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