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Tax i'a B N 1li( ual Convention assembled, 1H1ff1rm1n<r the prine ag >
enuncinied in the platform of the Single Tax quh at theu Ndﬂsﬁ!m] Lo
vention an Chicago m. 1920, declare:
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That the eavth 15 ol now free to the use of all the peonle: that it
has become the private property of a {few : that his private owaership of
Carth enables ihe owners of Tand to take for private purpeses the Rent
of Land, which is created by the community and which therefors belongs
to the community.
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That the vighifal ownershio of all wealth ts on the prw-:ilz(‘.l%ou af
seh wenlth: that no such justification of cwnership eriters int :
ship of land, as the arth not a product of Iabor: that uuwfnn. the
approprintion of the Rent of Land for private purposes s robbery of the
commumty. is i viclation of man’s natural rvights, 1 withont me
tion, and 15 no less inlguitous because sanciioned by faw,
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That as 2 result of permitting land owners to take for private purposes
the Rent of Land, which belongs to the community, it becomes necessary
to impose the bu"‘de:&'\: of taxation on the products of labor and industry,
which are the rightful property of 1nd1v1du als, and to which the govein-
ment has no moral right.

That the Rent of Land, always sufficieﬂ‘; to defray all the Jegitiniate
expenses of government, if taken for publit purposes In place of all taxes.
will provide a-surplus available for public improvements, public benefits
and human welfare, on a scale hitherto undreamed of.

That there i therefore no justification for taxing Lusiness, wndustry,
Iaher or thriit, and that such taxes merely burden !;!(liljfi v, hreed evasions
and dishonesty, drive wealth into hiding places. divert capital from pro-
duction, increase the price of commodities and ratse the cost of liviae

That the Private Ownership of Land is 2 denial of man's §
Harth; that it resiricts the conditions nnder which the landless
duee: that it therefore lessens the return for their eforts and o
cwplovment of the entire time and energy of the great mass o
to obiain a mere subsiste
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That the strugglefor existence is not fundamentally a struggle between
on ore hand and labor on the other, but between capital and labor
¢ hand and land monopoly on the otier. That capital and labor
are the jomt producers of all wealth; that together they are entitled to ali

enlih, and that they are both robbed of their production by their common
cnciny, the land-owning, franchise-holding few who, ~through their
monapoly of the Harth and its natural resources, exact from both Izbor and
capiial, and without any return to either, the first fruits of all their efforts.
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That because of private appropriation of ‘the Rent of Land and the
resultant denial to the people of the use of the land, save at exhorbitant
pr due to the consequent speculation in land values, productinon of
wealth iy everywhere curtailed and an unfair and unnatural competition for
existence arises, which in every field of labor and effort turns man against
man,

That all evils arising out of our unjust economic system, such as
business depressions, hard times, unemplovinent, poverty and the {ear of
poverty. bad housing conditions, and the crime, viee and diseases due to
these conditions, are the result of the Private Ownership of the Earth and
the appropriation of its prodacts by the fow.

That these eonditions are becoming dailv more intensified: that
refontiessby the cost of Iving parsues the slenders purse and vobs industry
of 3ts toil ; that the unnatural and unequal sts ugple between the landless on
the one hand and the private ownership and monopoly of the Earth and its
natural resources on the other, is strangling both the producer and the

COnSner,

That out of the false foundations upon which car economic strusture
rests, false ideas of Tife arise; among which are the theary that taxes should
he fevied aceording to ability to pav or on the evidences of indusiry and
theili (2 false doctrine that s taught even in our coileges), that it is proper
to take wealth by taxation from ihose who have it merely becanse they
have b that tarifls and subsidics are justifiable. and that oil, cenl and
mineral resources and ithe land values invelved in public {ranchises are
the proper objects of plunder to he exploited Ly the mighty | that as a
result of these beliefs greedy parasites attack the public treasury through
legislative channels. and men and nations vie with each other to appropriate
to themselves and for their private nurposes, the gifts intended for all and

the benefity of which should be shared by all,

That any atrempt to adjost the claring and evident inequalities and
stices of ic system by the taxing of incomes is a
ard muost remain wholly ineffective to
¢ undisturbed the source from which

i derived | whersas the collection of the
. of Land Tor public purposes, wherever it appears or whatever its
nature, swould uncarned ineomes at their source and would at the,
SALEe e 't ail honestly acquired wealth and hold it secure against
ation through taxaiion.
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n of natural law cannot go unpunisiied; that the
t of Land into private pockets and away from public
a viclation of patiral law, and that the evils arising -out of our
economic system are the penalties that follow such violation as

P QAUEe,

o the other political parties, Republican, Democratic or
a3 the opponent of unearned wealth or incomes obtainad
trom fand owne zhip, which is the foundation of monopoly, nor as the
delender of wealth honestly acquired from labor, industry, enterprise,
l.;sé{.,?? or i“’-;f‘»n‘gi()n_ . T i
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WE THEREFORE DEMAND that the fulf Eent of Land be collected
by the government in place of ail direct and indirect texes and that all
bn_;.s..ldmgs. machinery, z.mple!n@nss anyl improvements on land, all industry,
thrift and enterprise, all wages, salaries, incomes and every product of
Iabor or intellect, be entively exempt {rom tazation.

pledze ourselves to formulate into faw such mensures

these demands, to the end that the cause of all
forever abolished and economic freedom tor all be

Furthermore, we
as owvill make effectis
economic evils will be
forever assured.

ARGUMENT

Taking the full rent of land for public purposes insures the {ullest and
best use of all land. In cities this would mean more homes and more
places to do business and therefore lower rests. In rural commmunities
it would mean the freedom of the farmer from land mortgages and would
guarantee him full possession of his entire :product at a small land rental
to the government without the payment of any taxes. 1t would prevent
the holding of mines idie for the purpose of moncpoly and would vnroensely
increase the production and therefore greatly lower the price of mine
products. ‘

Land can be used cnly by the employment of labor, Putting land o
its fullest and best 1se would create an unlimited demand for labor. With
an unlimited demand for labor, the lob would seek the man, not the man
seck the job, and labor would receive its full share of the product,

Al faber and fndusiry depend basically on land, and ondy *.E'u?
castire that land ig attainable can labor and industry be prosperous, T
tadang of the full Rent of Land for public purpeses would put and \{_‘,(,‘.])
all Jand forever in use to the {uflest extent of the people’s needs, and so
would insure real and permanent prosperity for all

o As aresul of the increased production that would follow the freeing
of the Larth to the use of man, there weould be more fond, maore clothing
and more shelter. But normal man needs more than these, and as all will
then be prosperous and able to satisfy thewr wants, me 3 vyete]d
naturally turn to acquiring comforts, education, recreation and those
things which are now considered luxuries. :

The freeing from taxation of all buildings, machinery, implements
and improvements on land, all industry, thrift and enterprise, all wages,
salaries, incomes and every product of labor and intellect, will encou
men to build and to produce, will reward them for their efforts to improve
the land, to produce wealth and tgerender th s that, the poople
need, instead of penalizing them for theSl «w;?@ taia a.tm;% ‘does now.

It will put an end to legalized ri’)bberff m‘;‘ lie government which now
. pries into men’s private affmrs and exacts fings. and penaliies iy the shape
of tolls and taxes on every evidence of man’s mdu:;try and ‘thrift,

T{ the full Rent of Land were takeit for puzﬂu € q)en sothe s now
taken for Federal, State and local taxes, amouniing approxumately |
$7,500,000,000 annually, would for the most part remsain in the pa
of the peopls, as would also the value of the then cnormousiy u
production {many times that amount), and together these wouid provide
the increased return to labor and to industry.

With real and permanent prosperity
furiunes denied to all, the evils due to the pr
would disappear. Man would then express t
within b good would take the place of evil: i .N,t“r"'
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replace ignorance and crune: health would supplant disease: vice would
vamish and early and healthy marriages would make possible happy and
comtented homes.

War and strife, now and always due to sconornic maladjustment,
would disappear with the ellimination of Private Ownership of Lan
which has ever heen the cause of all the world's economic troubles.

Cut of the darkness of the pust, the mate of the Muadgeon and ihe spear, «
preduct of the putver of might and the rale of the sword, bern of greed, nartured
By roblery and murder throughout the ages, and corrying ever in Hy seake fhe
ravaging and plander of the people. the decostution of fheir countriey and the
fmpuverishment of the rave, comes the Private Ownership of Land-ihe fount of
all evil, the destrover of wankind.

Wo structure built in viclation of natural law can stand; civilization
built in such violaticn must fall; other civilizations have gone dewn; the
foundations of thiz civilization are crumbling, :

IF CIVILIZATION [8 TO LIVE, PRIVATE OWNERSHIF OF
LAND MUST GO, IF PRIVATE OWNERSHIP OF LAND CON-
TINUES, THIS CIVILIZATION 18 DOOMED. : ,
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