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Keep to the Right

HO on seeing o blind man take g side-track to the
precipice would not hasten fo put bim on the High-
way? So iz it with Humanity to-day. Here is a
little guide bock to the Highway. See that others come by it

A cross in this square indicates that your subscription has

lapsed. Please renew by return,

Te the Publisher,

THE COMMONWEAL

43, Chancery Lane, London, W. .2,

Flease supply me with the COMMONWEAL for which {

enclose the sum of .. i being subscripiion
FOF months from dote,
Signed .. T
Address e S R FT R
Consttuency ...ooooioiirieicon Pate ..o
Subscription rates for § months post free ... Zs.
: iz .. 25 ss ereemneienes 48,
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The Commonwealth League
TOLLOWING on the Military Service Aoz The Commonwealth
League demands
That on the APPOINTED DAY the Land shall F>e
deemed to have been Restored te the People, and therealter i

. . £ N
econumic rent shall be callected by, and for, the People.

Secresary: R.L OUTHWAITE  Officer 43 Chancery Lane, W.C.2

Telephone: Hovigozrs 303

Join the Commmonwealth Leagae at any subseription.

 Agriculnre Under Land Monopoly.”

Readers of the striking article under the ubove title
which appeared in the May issue of the CoOMMONWEAL from
the pen of R Lo O will be mnterested 1n the announcement
that “in wview of the serious coadition of the national
finances,. the Cabinet has decided to repeal Part 1 of the
Aerivulture Act and the Corn Production Act.”’ Not for the
first time is Mr. Outhwaite able to say ¢ 70 1 told you s0.”

Conferences.

Readers in Kent are asked to note 1hat the next Con-
ference witl be held at Chatham, on Saturday, September 24
Orthers will be announced as arrangements now in hand are
cormpieted.,

(Concluded from page 3.)
Almighty God. It certainly should be the international
policy of mankind.  But the enforcement of the public right
to the land and the encouragement of production shouid also
be the policy of mankind. Landerents would then take the
place of tariffs, free course would be given to the linked
processes of production and exchange, and the way would
be prepared for interpatiopa! prosperity and intersational

DEACE.

i
;
|
;
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The Foundations of Peace
By JAMES DUNDAS WHITE, LL.D
¥ othe foundations of peace are to be wel! and truly lad,
steps must be taken everywhere 1o enforce the righis of
. the people to the bountics of Mature, and te promote
production and exchange.

The great cause of unrest is the unfair distnbution of
wealth and of all that wealth can bring.  Progress has been
accompanied hitherto by privilege on the one hand  and
poverly on the other. The production of wealth has in-
ereased enormously; but the disiribution of it continues o
work out unfairly. At the root of this uefair distribution
of wealth is the unfalr approprintion of the natural resources
from which wealth is derived,  The first step must be lo
secure to the people the rights to Nature's storehouse, in-
cluding the land stsel and all that naturaily pertains to it
The people in thelr corporate capacity should act as super-
landlord ; thase who hold the fand should be required to pay
a national land-rent for it—based on the market value of the
fand apart from improvements—whether they are usiag it
or not; and the payment of this land-rent should take *he
place of the present taxes on landed property. We would
thus tap 2 true public revenue, open the natural opportunities
to the people, free production, and do much to remove the
causes of uarest,

Freedom of production should be accompanied by free-
dom of trade, and the breaking of {and monopaly at hame
should be accompanied by a removal of the barriers which
prevent the people in one country irading with the people in
another, and are themselves a constant cause of internationn!
discord. Trade is of material advantage to those who engage
in it, because it will only take place where each prefers what
he gpets to what he gives; it enables every country to par-
ticipate in the natural advaatages of the others; and it has
moral advantages as well, for it binds together peopls in
differant couniries by mutual interests and mutual sym-
pathies. Cobden called Free Trade the Tnternational Law of

(Confinued ut joot of page 2.)
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Ipsw ch and 1 )sgfm,t ( onterence

VERY successful conference was held nt 5t Nicholas
Church Hadl, f[“‘«h'l("h on '\‘zs"c 28, when 45 delegatas
attended, 1nmmfmvw the folowing Labour organi-
sdimns -Amalgamated  S¢ ol Woodworkers, Fehx-
showe, Huﬂnm;x} Ipswich, No.o 3, ”n‘zd W m)dhridgL, LI S L
Ipswich; Labour Party (Women's Section), Ipswich;
Boilermakers: ALK UL, !puiuh. Mo @ ipswich,
No. 1; Associated Blacksmiths and Tronweorkers, Ipswich;
Shect Metal Workers @ Felixstowe Trades and Labour Coun-
cit: General Workers' Union, Ipswich and Witnersham;
?\Ln;ons’ Society, Ipswich., A nwuber of visitors were also
present. The Rev. Stuart Dmith presided, supported by
Councillor B, ¥, Juckson, Messrs. [ McCulloch, | Mo
[Fadyen, J. 'W. Grabam Peace, and Councillor A, V. =mith.

The Chairman said the rank and file of the Labour Party
must make the leaders toe the line.  There was no doubt that
legrally the land belonged to the people, but at present 1t was
h'=!-d hj; a small section, mainly in their own interests,
although some of them did regard themselves as stewards of
the community.  He recalled the events of the fouricenth cen-
tury, when the people marched to London fo interview the
King, who promised that the land should be used for the
pmplc and not {ov a section.  That promise had not been
Lkept, He did not usk them now to go to London to see the
King, or o send an army {o L«:Jndo;! but he did urge them,
when the oppeortunity was afforded them, to send 400 sound
men and women to the House of Commons to see that the
ot what was legally theirs,

Mr., §. MeCulioch (Commonwealth League Executive)
proposed the following resclution :—

Unewmpioviment.

“ This Conference declares that the land helongs by equal
and inabienable right to ail, and that its private usurpation
is an infringement of common righi that can bo longer he
tolerated.

* iy view of the {act that millions are destined to misery
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uitiess the eoonomic systemn based on land monopoly e trans-
tormed, this Conference demands that the common right
shall be forihwith asserted, and that as from an Appoinied
bDay the Land, with all the natural resowrces pertaining
thereto, shall be decmed to have been restored 1o the people,
and that s economic rent shall be collected by and for the
people.”

The resolunion, he saud, mdicated the only possible way
out for the world at present. Unemplovment and the even
greater evit of poverty were due 1o the present syvstem of

fand swnership. There was only one possible way of
creating wealth, and that was the application of labour to
the mpatural resources of the Jand and its prodacis. 11

labour and land could not get inte proper relationship, un-
s.‘i:;ipl()}'mt-‘,ni and poverty must result, and that was the ptmi«-
tion io a great extent at present. In 1846, Wii‘h a popula-
tion of 27 millions, thers were in thig country milliens of
people é‘ﬂ:{d”i“’i in AUFH"U!EHI"«El pursuits, but in 1991 with z
population of about 48 mslhm;s, th were only 2 millions
so engaged,  According to the ratio of population thers
sheuld be at lsast six milllons on the land, and i there were
the whole guestion of wnemployment would have ceased.
Engiand had oot fely this faling off i agricultural employ-
ment because her industrial products had been first in the
field, but the world situation had now changed, and other
nations were beeoming iy industrially, with the result that
England would have to fall back vpon work on the land.
There were a tremendous number of fantastic architects
present with tdeas of bullding & new world, but until the
land monopoly was broken down there could be no true
Liberty. _ '
Councillor R F. jackson {(prospe ctive Labour candidate,
Ipswich), in seconding, said that within the next decade
Labour would be calied upon to assume the reins of Govern-
ment, and when that (ime came they must be ready with a
policy o carey out their aims. The ownership of land was
at  the bottom of most of their iroubles, and  ihe
quickest way of selving i was undoubtedly 'Lfmw the lines
advocaied by the Commonweaith Lt:&guc: therefor g, that

af
il
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¥ should be very carefully considered. He was not
e to assert thai unemployment to-day was entirely due
to the private swnership of land, because there were other
and smaller factors which made for periedic changes, but in
the main it was the great caase.

FThe resolution was carried nemn. con,

Mr. ], W. Graham Peace (Propaganda Secretary, Com-
maonwealth League) moved the second resolution

Muprcipal Finance.

That this Conderence calls upon the Executive of the
Labow Party to bring to the forefront of Labour policy the
following resolution, which was nnanimousiy adopted at the
Jast Annual Conference of the Party held at Scarborough,
June, 1920: —

HThis Conference is of opinion that the present system
of placing on the localities a large proportion of the cost
of meeting our national responsibilities in the matier of
education, maintenance of the poor, aged, and infirm, un-
employed relief, asylums, infections hospitals, ete., and
the many optional powers given to Local Authorities, is
unjust and oppressive, and, further, results in many of
these urgent obligations being inadequately met, or alic-
gether evaded, to the great detriment of the Commumiy.
This Conference, therefore, demands that these charges
shall be placed on a national fund raised by calling upon
all holders of the national property, the land, and ihe re-
sources of nature resident therein, to pay the cconomic
rent thereof to a common fund through the National
Exchequer, and that for administrative purposes the money
so raised should be allocated io the Local Authorities in
proportion to the requirements of their districts as deter-
mined by population and other essential factors.”™

He contended that i the economic rent of land was pooled
and dishursed amongst local authorities at the rate of £7 per
head of the population, the local authorities would be abie to
do their work without raising a penny from vates, and do
much more even than they were able to do af present owing
to lack of funds.  Om this basis Ipswich would receive from
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the Common Land-Reat Fund, taking the 1911 census figures
of population, £517,524, as compared with £.122,592L, the
sum rassed in orates for 1911212 Feligstowe raised in the
same year £24,208.  Iis share would be 860,662, Stow-
market would receive £29,610 instead of £5,471 collecied in
rates, and Woodbridge, with a population of 4,823, whick
had a rate burden in the same vear of £5 111, would Zet as ifs
share of this real ** National Post @ £32,361. To carry out
that policy they must capture the Parfiamentary machine of
the country, and use it in the mierests of the whole peopic
without distinction of class or grade, as effectively and com-
pletely as the present holders of the machine had, and were
using it in their own interests.

Mr. J. McFadyven (Ipswich Trades Council and Labour

Party), in seconding, said the importance of this question
cannot he exaggerated. It is even more important  to
the Labour Party than to the Commonwealth Leagrme. Tt is
urgent for the Labour Party to consider these problems, as
ai present they have no practical proposs He did not think
the Labour Party would ever permanently have control of
municipal affairs untii the problem of rating was solved, be-
cause it was impossible to carry out their social reforms with
rating as high as it was at present. They must show the
people the injustice of the present method of iaxation, and
teach them the wav out.

Councillor A. V., Smith {(fpswich T.C. and Labour Party),
supporting, said af one time the land question was liztle
heard of on Labour and Socialist platforms.  The war had
changed all this, and the Commonweaith League now made
the most effective appeal.  The Labour Party to-day is up
agamst problems impossible of solution because of high and
ncreasing rates.  He also pointed out how handicapped the
authorities were In carrving out much-needed mprovements,
particalarly in public health matters, awing to the fack of
funds. ’

Mr, Graham Peace having replied to the discussion, ihe
restlution was carried unanimously.

The East Anglion Daily

ve a full report.
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“ The Treatment of Tuberculosis”
By Dr. S, V. PRARSON

ARLIAMENT bas recently been dealing with a Tuber-
culozis Bill which empowers the Minister of Health o
spend public money to provide instiiutional treatment.
The total estimated cost at present is £2,300,000 pa., of
which the local authorities bear one million.

Once again the idea is put forward of stemming the
ravages of preventible disease by throwing the cost of trem
ing the sulfierers upon the public purse.  But the very
methodq of public finance used to-dav turn the rate-collector
and the tax-gatherer mto abettors of disease.  For they
make houses scarcer and increase poverty and overcrowd-
ing, while they allow the natural source of revenue
for communal  services, the rent of site  values, to
Qow  into  private pockets.  Further, those localities
where the poor live and those situations where tuberculosis
s most rife, are the very ones where 1t is hardest io raise
the money Compare the rates of a wealthy, wesi-end,
healthy district in Londen with a poor, overcrowded, east-
end district. Or ¢ ompare the 8z, or thercabonts, rate in the
county of Norfolk, where tuberculosis is rare, with the rate
i Normch, which is well over 20s. in the £? where tuber-
culozis is muck more common. People herd together in
small house space becavse otherwise they cannot afford to
pay the rent and the rates, often paid in thy with the rent,
Agnin, communal servi are rin for profit to relieve
rates, instead of the cconomic rent of land being taken
to enable such services 1o be supplied free to all.  In other
words, users of water, trams, gas, oto., are taxed o relieve
land-holders and monopely owners.  Sirike at the root of
poverty and restore to the people the value of land which
alone the industry of the workers creates (l.e., the rent of
the natural pc}f-?iticm and FESOUrCes of land, apart from build.
ings or other ** improvemenis "'}, open up th&.rf‘hv opportuni-
ties for all, and then will i be possibie not only to succour
the consumptive properly, but also eventually to banish the
scourge of tuberculosis,

IMMONWEAL
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A Land Raid in Lincolnshire

the Napoleonie wars, while so many  of the
ere away Aghting for © their ¢ SOuntry T and all

- those other ‘éil‘{lg‘« w h:a h they always fight for, but
never get, the iordbmi—-m -manors, with their friends who
staved safely at bome, were busily engaged annexing  the
couniry, sometimes by Act of Land-Lor d Parliament, but as
often as not without any such formality.

Enclosing had gone on ever since the fifteenth century, but
the high corn-prices during the French War gave an added
impetus to the movement,

Ia the course of the struggie with France {(1796-1815) no
iess than 1,925 coclosures bx Act of Pariament took place
in England and Wales, 1{‘])1‘1“\*!:1(* the men who were fighting
of all their rlght-, in the soil and 50 reducing them to tht’
position of landless wage-slaves.

To the present generation a common signifies an open
space reserved for purposes of recreation: what it meant o
our grandfathers may be gathered from ihe following
dese rmt;em of the thres kmds of commons

PThe arable fields ware divided into s rips, with dif-
ferent owners, some of whom owned few s rips, and some
many. The various strips that belonged to a particular
owner were scattered among the fields. Strips  wers
divided from each other, sometimes by a grass hand calied
a ballt, sometimes by a furrow.  They were sultivated on a
uniform system by agreement, and after harvest they were
thrown open to pasturage.

" The common meadow land was divided up by lot,
pegged out, and distributed among the owner of the
strips {utvr the hay was carried, these mudmvs, life
the arable flelds, were used for pasture.

i ’ihL common, or waste, which was used as a common
pasture at all times of the year, consisied sometimes of
woodland, sometimes of roadside strips, and sometimes of
commons in the modern sense.”—(Mr. and Mrs. Ham-
mond, ©* The Village Labourer.”)
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How the Spoil was Divided,

In the yvear 1B07, by 47 Geo, I, coxbil, " An Act to En-
close Lands in Frodingham and Flixborough, Lincolnshire, ™’
ihe whole of the Township of Crosby was stolen from the
people.  The area is not stated in the Act, but an examina-
tienn of the Award reveals the fact that, afier providing for
twelve roads and footpaths, 1,196 acres passed into posses-
sion of the raiders. The lord-ofdhe-manor, Sir John Shetf-
sfield, came in for the lion's share of the Toot, getting tweniy-
one allotments, totalling in all over 758 acres,  Another Shelf-
field, the Reverend Robert, was awarded 165 acres *“in lieu
of Tithes,”” while 84 acres went i0 the Rev. T, Smith, Vicar
of Frodingham, as consolation for the loss of his Tithes
Nearly 96 acres was the share of George Healey, *° owner of
the Rectory Impropriate of Frodingham entitied to all the
Tithes of Corn and Patron of the Vicarage and Parish
Church of Frodingham,”” as the wording of the Award has
it.  One John Chatterton, for no reason stated, received 55
acres; 21 went to the *° Divisees of Hichard Fox 775 12 acres
comprised Richard Chatterton’s litie lot, while five other
persons had io he content with about 24 acres between them.
Half an acre was the Parish Clerk of Frodingham's share
of the spoil. It is satisfactory to note that the claims of the
public were not altogether forgoiten i the seramble, fwo
whole acres were allotted as a gravel pit for the repair of
the roads!t

Strange to say, the usual erder directing the fencing of
the plots awarded o the reverend tthe owners ** at the ex-
pense of the rest of the allofte was not made in this
wstance.

Encouraged, no doubt, by the success of the earlier effort,
another raid was made in 1831 when, by 1 and 2 Will. IV,
¢. Ivii. the townships of Frodingham, Scunthorpe, and Gun-
houses, 2,000 acres in all, were enclosed. The next, and last,
raid took place in 1865. This time Hrumby Commons {785
acres} and Brumby Moors (605 acres) in ¥rodingham parish
were seized and divided up ameongst the raiders.

To ail appearances the land thus acquired was sunply
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agricultural, though of good gquality.  As such irs value
terms of money would be low. To the commoners its poss
sion for meant the difference between fresdom and
wage-slavery ; and the valee of this can wever be expressed
m cash, for it is priceleg Actually the land was part of »
rast deposit of rich ironstone which  siretches  enstwards
from the Trent to the const, covering an area of many miles,
The stone is guite close to the swface, bving at from six io
thirty inches down, and, on the one-time commons, where it
is worked in open mines, the seam 1s from ten to forty feet
iy depth. Mz discovery was quite accidental. ’
A Fortunaze Kick.

A traveller, so the story goes, striking his fool against
a stone as he was crossing the common, was led 1o examine
the same, with a result that completely changed the face of
the country.  Where in 1848 there was a population of 289,
by 1911 this  had  grown o 10,170 Where In
1807 tihe land-raiding Sheffield was a peor man, Sir
Berkiley Sheflield, the present lord-ofthe-manor, for
allowing the Scunthorpe peopls to work the iroastone out
of their own commons is satd to have drawn in one war
vear £70,000 m royalites azlone! This figure takes no ac-
count of the increased rent-roll due to the population having
multiplied over thirtyeeight times.  OF course there is a
housing problem, and the people throngh their Council are
buying back part of their old common as a site for the scheme.
E1B50 per acre is the price they are paving—"" a reasonable
price " said one of the Councillors Lo me, but to price paid
for land can ever be reasonable; the land is the properiy of
the people as a whole and justice dictates that it be restored
without payment.  The Commonwealth League plas mects
the case, being both just and practieabie.  5ir Berkley
Shefheid would pay the full rent of the land he holds 1o is
rightful owners, the people, and the Scunthorpe Council
would draw for public expenses its share of the Common
Land Rent Fuand as revenue to be used in lieu of the prosent
rates.  On the 1511 population basis this would amowd 1o
£71,190.  In the year 191112 Scunthorpe’s rade burden was
£9,730. Jowo G

in
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“ Britain Bunkered 7
T has been said with scorn that " Nero fiddled while
Fome burned.” Somehow ooe can appreciate his atti-
tude to-day. When disaster is unzvoldsble or drrepar-
able o fiddle is as good as a golf dub 1o play with,

Prophecy 15 a dﬂnswmm and uncertain business, but
there is more than a aham:{: that the historian of the future
will be able 1o record that the British Empire tottered to its
fall amid the greatest scenes ever witnessed oo our plaving
fields., Nothing can interfere with our sport. The nation
may be banirupt, but the Derby will be run despite the
miners. 1t is reafly rather wonderful thai a race of sporis-
men should remazin in Blissful ignorance of contests even
greater than the Test Matches.  The man next door may be
putting up 2 fight against the greatest enemy of mankind,
Powverty, besides which the endurance of our champions pales
into insignificance. We know the pedigroe and the form of
to-morrow’s favourite; we prefer not to koow the form of
thousands of starving children in cur own streets. True,
ihere is a sinister feeling that we are dangerously near the
cataclysm, but there is almost 2 conspiracy tc keep us from
knowing how near.  Sportsmen, however, like to koow what
they are up against.  Why not, then, pat it up io them
that only a miracle can save us.  Oaly the long chance can
stave off disaster. As a couniry we're ** badly bunkered.”
We have often beon off the course before. but we had an
expert knowledge of *° trade ¥ winds, and could slways get
back on the fairway.  Other people are playing the game
now, and fo win we have to setile down and keep on the
straight,  The play is for higher stakes than ever, nothing
less than national existence depends on i, and we cannot
afford to be handicapped.

Our game, primarily, is trade. Suceessful trade demands
cheap raw materials and unhsmpered production, Granted
these, we can make the goods, find the markets, book the
orders, give employvment “and pay wages. (Good trade and
good wages mean prosperity and peace.  The other side of
the piciare need not be drawn,

£¥

gkt S
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1 5% v, T materials
must come Trom land, and w entry fee to the natural re-
sourcas is oo hugh, the odds ave agal s in the game.
The fees charged by the cwners of the field can be estimaied
2t 500 miltioas dﬂﬂUu“:\n No wonder so many of us can't
piav, In comverting raw materials to fimshed articles we
are weighted with rates and taxes to the tune of 1,000 mil-
1501‘% anneally, making all allowanees for the new economy.
Many starters don't fimsh under these conditions. When
this nation of sportsaen beging to inguire why so many good
players fail they may begin to see that the same rules do not
apply socially that sre applied (o sport. What would they
say if they discovered that one competitor in the game was
allowed 1o charge a fee to all the other competitors, and that
he could vary the fee scoording to the skill of the player?
They would say at once that under such conditions the best
p!%'{"' could not afferd to come up to scrateh, thereby in-
creasing their peﬂaity, In the mterests of the game there
would be a persisient demand for a level start. [11! v would
also claim that in fairness to the club for having pruw‘iaci
the opportumnity, all entry money should be paid into the club
funds.

Players know that courses are not all ahie, they expect
io pay higher subscriptions 1o belong to the more attractive
chibs, Commercially or industrially there are likewise some
positions better than others, and for those more select sites
nuG one in fairness objects to paying a higher rate.

The Commonwealth League should appeal to the sporfing
instincts of the nation.  Their policy means a far stavt and
no favours, with all the green fees paid into the Common
Fund. The handicaps cancelled, the awards would be accord-
ing to the merits of the plavers, bat the sportsmen of Brit
mﬂ have to come joto the game quickly, for natural man
all rales, fair or unfalr, when his children cry for
bread. {GLENFIRKA,

Rencewing his subscription to the Cosmmowwral a reader
'x-vfi‘ R T F 2y interest you 1o know that subscription is
paid out of this week's © State Unemployment Diole 717 It
does ! We think the money well spent.

it
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Ghristianii:y and “ Good Business

NY mdustry that does not conform to the Chyistian
Ethic must go.”” 5S¢ said Mr. Sydney W, Paseall,
2. chatrmbn, at a Confercnce ot the Centrai ifall,
stminster, on May 18, The purpose of the gathering was
to inaugurate a ' National Movement towards a Christian
Order of Industry and Commerce, ™’

‘The movement would appear to be confined at present o
*employers, managers, owners of businesses, heads of de-
partments, professional men,” and such like. The workers
are to be admitted later on. This savours of class-distinction
and is unlikely to commend the canse to those whoe do not
happen to come within these categories, 1t did not seem
1o have occurred Lo any of those whe spoke ia the discassions
that the workers might one day decline to be patronised any
longer by the masters, and 80 we were not tokd what would
happen i that event,

Lord Robert Ceail, BMLP,, Mr. Arnold S, Rowntree, Mr.
Charles H. Smithson, and Principal A, E. Garvie, :D.D‘,
addressed the meeting n turn. It cannot be said that either
speaker, apart from Mr. Smithson, centributed anything
sew to the discussion. One has heard the same threadbare
platitudes repeatedly for years past, but they do not get vs
anywhere, Opinions, pious or otherwise, do not he!;} any;
what is needed is a definite lead on constructive lines, and
this was sadly lacking. There was much talk of Geod and
?'ighﬁgeousnc:‘;s ; of profit-sharing and co-partnership, eto., but
it was especially aoticeable that these two latter were re-
commended on the ground that they led to greater effort on
the part of the workers, or, i other words, that such schemes

I3

were *° good business.”’

About the sincerity of those supporting the movement
there is not the slightest doubt, but it was guite evident that
they had the haziest notions as 1o what constituted righteous-
ness, 1e., rght doing.  Mr. Smithson gave the conference a
very olear lead. He had for his subject, ** Private Respon-
sibility and Public Rights,” and this had a direct bearing
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upon namber siv of the seven ‘‘demands 7 as they were
calted, put forward as n basis of discussion, and which runs
as follows : ** The value of all natural resources and of every
privilege which owes its worth to the Iabour of all or ic the
necessities of all, should be held and utilised for the henefit
of all” In an explanatory acte we were fold thai this
H Denies the right of reaping where ooe has not sowed, I
does not, as might appenr at first sight, set out & programme,
It merely records that the common gift of nature or of God
should be for the common benefit.  The value (for it is the
alue, after all, and not the thing itsell thai counts) arising
from the common need or common exerllon, is net a fit
subject for exclusive private enjoyment.””  This was ap ex-
cellent opening, and the speaker made the fullest use of it
The large audience, which had listened to the previous
speakers with evident satisfaction, was obviously dl at ease.
As he proceeded ta develop his case a chilly silence pervaded
the hall. What was this they were hearing, and whither did
it tead? Quictly, and with irresisiible logic, Mr, Smithson
went on to voice the demand which the Commonwesith
League sxists to promote, viz., the coliection for public pur-
poses of the whole of the rental value of all natural rescurces.

“ The golden rule,”” said he, © was the most practioal of
practical politics, but it required the environment arising out
of just economic conditions for its advaniages as a praciical
policy to he fully recognised.”  The golden rule, being the
evolution of 4 natural law, was a law which we disregarded
at our peril, whether in our social, business or international
relationships. What constituted a just ecovomic foundation
a5 a hasis of society? The first essential was recognition of
the fact that svery member of the great and universal
brotherhood of man came into the world possessed of ah
equal claim %o use, share and enjov the frec gifts of the
Crentor. The second essential was that we must conform
our man-made law to that principle of justice. That principle
was enunciated in the statement that the principles of
Christianity, as submitied to the conference, demanded that
¢ ghe value of all aatura! resources and of every privilege
which owes its worth to the labour of all or to the necessities
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Norwich and District Conference

*4 HE thwrd of the series of Conferences on Unemploy-
ment and Manicipal Finance which the Common-
wealth League is holding in conjuncrion with local
Labour orgamsations took place at Norwich on June 4, and
was attended by forty-seven delegates and about an egual
number of visitors

The societies represented were @ Norwich Labour Party
and Industrial Council; LL.P.; Women's Labour Groups ;
Morth Walsham LI.P.; Norwich N.AUS H.W. and .
Amalgamated  Musiciand’  Union; Norwich NI and
le Local Labour Party ; North Norfelk
Divisional Labour Party ; N. U, General Workers (Norwich) ;
Co-operative Land and Crafts Guild ; Norwich Boot and Shoe
COperatives ; South Norfolk Divisional Labour Party.

Alderman M. E. Witard, J.P. (President, Norwich
Labour Party, prospective Labour candidate, Norwich), pre-
sided, supported by Messrs. Go V. johnson, I W, Graham
Peace, Uy, 5. V. Pearson, and J. Austin Smith.

Mr. K. B. Walker, General Secretary, National Union of
Agricaltural Workers, wrots "' Nathing would have given
me greater pleasure than to have been with you at vour
meeting had it been possible, and I trust that vou will have a
most successiul gatheriog.—Yours fraternally,

R. B. WarLker.”’

The Chairman  explained that the Conference was
catled under the auspices of the Commonwealth League. He
was well acquainted with the line of thought and the prin-
ciples advocated by that League, and it had his whole-hearted
support.,  The tand quesiion was not a guestion  asso-
ciated exclugively with the British Isles. It was world-
wide, and wherever modern civilisation or that capitalism
which was called modern civilisation had set its footr, it had
created or aggravated the existing land problems.  Land
was i law the property of the citizens of this country. In
actual practice the citizen had no such right, and because he
had no such right o the land, and beeause it was necessary
he should Emw, that right the Commponweaith Lesgue came
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that was not being adyvo ry.  Orgamsations
existed for the purpose of making land the pubht property
but when they came to method iile\’ would find that !lmm
was a great deal of difference between the point of view of
the Commonwealth League and the point of view of other
orgamsations, which existed especially to advocate making
the land public property.  The Commonwealth League star ted
off with the right principle. It stated thai the land was
already public property, and all the League asked for
was the restitution of that fand; that 1t showld be
declared 0 be the property of the public, and that the
values arising  from . it showld revert back to  the
pecple of this country.  There was a large number of people
——and they found the same ditficulty in Russia—who worke?!
and lived upon the land, The nature of thelr industry made
them part and parcet of the sofl, and those people seemed @
think that the proposals to be submitied o the Conference
would throw such people out of employiment, and that their
services on the land would no loager be required. The pro-
posats put forward would, on the contrary, give for the first
tirme real security of tenure to those on the land.

e, 8. V. Pearson (President, North Norfoik Labour
Party and Execuotive, Commonwealth League) moved the
resolution on Unemployment {see p. 4).

into existe o advovate a pwli*

The speaker declared that there were revolationary fimes
ahead of us, and there was a danger, in his judgment, of the
Labour Party breaking up.  We had before us industrial and
national bankruptey ',, times of unemployment, destitution,
and even possibly of famine. The Labour Party, he be-
lieved, could be saved if it realised the importqmws of the
land question and its right solution. He guoted Mr. Robert
Smillie, who had written, * You might settle many big
problems with htfle efiect 1i the land is siilll to be priv 'ueiv
owned and used to extract blackmail on Hie. . . . If the
Labour movement forgot everything for two years and cone
centrated on getting rid of the land grabbers we should
have a land fit for heroes to live o and heroes fit 1o live
in a free land.”  Mr. Ramsay Macdonald had written

o
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4 That seonomic rent must be iaken by the Siate s funda-
mental.”  The policy of the Labour Party was a simple
poticy. It was to take a leaf out of the book of the land-
forde, Al that the Commoenwealth League stood for was
that the iand should be made the common property of all by
the economic rent of land being collected into a common fund.
The more he studied the guesiion the more convinced he was
that Providence never meant the land io belong to the fow.
The wages guestion and the unemployment gu stion could
not be settled by trade unionism and the sirike apon, but
only by the restoration of the land to the people. Some
people thought that we might buy out the landlords and have
the farms run nationalty,  He objected fo that plan. In these
days of national bankruptey it was madness to suggest
another plan which was going to add o ihe debts of the war.
if we created bonds to buy out the Jandlords we were only
continuing the present Injustice in another form—a form of
interest to the bondholders instead of rent to the landiords.
Mr. . Austin Smith (secretary Norwich LL.PJ
seconded the resclution.

Playing the Landlords” (Game.

Mr. George Edwards, M.P., moved the following amend-
ment ¢ That this Conference declines to be a party to
confispation, and is of opinion that the fairest and best
method of dealing with the land is to nationalise the same

by such methods as ihe Labour Party, when it comes io
power, deems just.”’  We were all agreed, said Mr

Bdwards, that the land laws were unjust and antiguated,

and that the system of landlordism had inflicted on the
country and the world at large untold evils.  As far as the

settlement of this question was concerped, the Labour Party
had not vet issued a policy.  There was a difference of opinion
4 to what was the best method of dealing with the land
question and bringing the land into the hands of the
people.  He was aoxious fo know heow the land was
to become public property by this r solution. Al they
did was 1o reciaim the land, but they left it just where
it was with the landlord to have the same power £f No.™
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s, Pearson had said that ail the improvements made by
human labour, such as drainage, the proper culiivation of
the land, and all the houses and buitdings put on the land
were  d0 remmn  privite  propervty  as RO, However
wrong  the fandiords might  have been——and  they  had
bees swrone because the people had been robhed--we had
allowed 2 wvstem to grow up Tor wh ch the present generas
tion was not responsible. He asked were they gowy 16 cof
fiscate the land from the people who now held it and couold
chow their title decds?  We chiould take the land at its
proper  value,  w heth it owas £1 per oaore oY what-
cver it might be, pulee 1t on oA certan pumber of years’ pur-
chase according to the rental value now, and lot the owners
be paid out either 10 bouds or bow they plense.  We should

g

ot leave them in a helpless position.

Councillor W, 13 Taylor, J.F. se onding  the amend-
ment, argued that there was ot mendous body of opinion
in the comanunily wha were not going o Imitate the sing of
the past.  H would be o long time helore the (“m"nmn.1_1&:9;-1‘}1'}1_
Leagur wonld be in & position to persuade the majority of
the people of this country that we should right the wrongs
that had been created by imitating the methods of the robber
barons of past ceniuries.  Fhe present proposal was
avowedly confiseatory.  Thousands of ocoupiers bad been
oblived  to purchase land at {ancy prices i A com-

petitive market. What remedy  did the Commpnwealth
League provide? Speaking for the s scultural side, the

great need both i regard to the labourer, the worker, or the
fapmer, was security ol teaure; but i application the
League's proposal was directly confirming  the existing
power of the landowners, for whilst the landlord’s rent was
taxed or transferred from him without a quid pro guo he
was lefi in possession of the land. They were doubling the
ditfeaitics of the tenant and confirming the present nsecuriy
and disturbing industry when ferms of justice hetween the
{andlord and the farmer were more than ever necessary.
They were sowing dragons’ teeth for the future by imitating
the methods of the robbers of the past Let them pay honour-
ably for what they wanted, and not o poany more,




L
i
3

22 THE COMMUNWELL

Rout of the Purchasers.

My, G, F. Johnson (President Norwich 1L, prospective
Labour candidate, Norwich), opposing the amendment, said:
“You are asking us in the aame of jusiice and principle
to compound a felony, becavse that felony happens to have
tulien place st some period when we did not exist, thers
1 onot a person breathing on the Progressive side, or even

wong the Liberals, who cannot imi say that robbery is
robbery, and always robbery, and restitation must be made,
no matier wiza! time has elapsed since the robbery was com-
mitted. they judged the p()*;iti(m of the working sl
to-day in w]&i;on tr the position of the governing classes,
then they were infinitely worse than they h?.‘i( ever ?}msm and
no student of history could deny it Tt was just the polic
of talking d!)(){iljihit({. between man and man that had
condoned injustice and made injustice possible, 1 belong
to the working class,” said Mr. Jobnson,  * It is out
to acquire power, and we arc going o acqguire power for
the workers of this country, and any other class except the
working class doesn’t matter a straw,  Thai is the position |
take up. and I will defy any man logically 1o mnnad:ct it, be-
~ause after all # a man Is not 2 wor her in the commaenity uhai’.
good is he? He may as well be out of it.  He is only exhaust-
g the vesotrces of the earth, And to tulk about Justice to .
class which is exploiting us, as exposed through the miners’
strike and the agricultural strikes, to tall abouat justice as
between thai class and our class is sloppy sentiment of the
most whotic kind, 1t doesn’t square with the policy of the
Labour Party.  No guestion of compensation will arisc when
the people recoguise that the land is theirs and that they have
to acquire it. Nothing eise matters. These people will
thinls themselves Tucky if they get off anvhow without any
quesiion of compensation.”’

Bir. 1 Austin Smith (Secretary, Norwich LLF.), sup-
porting the resolution, said there is an idea that this robbery
took place long ago, uader Enclosure Acts, ete., but it is a
daily robbery, and the workers are eotitled to take back
the proceeds whenever they have 2 mind to do so. Wha
considerations  of justice did those in power allow 1o
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enter their beads when they wanted men o give up
their Hives on the field of banle? None at all! It
is not proposed that we give no consideration—+there will
be compassionate allowances, and the great lasdlords
should have saved up enough o manage very well.  The
robbery of the people is going on right now, and the people
are fufly entitled to take back m!hnut 4Ny compansablon.

Mre. E. {3, Gooch (Noriotk Federation of Labour Parties),
supporting the amendment, said he was inclined o think
that the views put forward by Mr. Edwards and Mye, Tavior
were views that wouald find acceptance swith a very large pro-
portion of the organised Labour forces in this country.
Labour was not out Tor civil war, which the resolution
effect would invelve. The resshution was widely imprac-
ticable and highly mischisvous to the Labour cause,  Much
lund was owned by small people, and considecvable capital
of the working classes was Invested in it directly and
indirectly,  Such a network of thrift could not be destroved
by one blow, '

Mr. Palmer (Norwich LL.P.}, supporting the resolution,
declared that if landewners were o be given compensation,
then compensation must be given to the owners of factories,
That, of course, would reduce the whols thiag to a farce,

Mr. LWL Gieaham Pence (propagandn secretary of the
Commonweaalth e s;t**‘*) denied that there was any sug-
gestion of confiscation in the literature of the League, and
it was becnuse he was opposed to confiscation that he was
present at that conforence. The Land Nationaltsation move-
ment, he declared, was o movement {or landlords,

Mr. George Hdwsrds @ Do you suggest that we have got
into the camp of the landlords?

My, Peace: Noj; that s the pity of i; that you ase
allowing vourselves to be used by others who know what
they are after.

Criticising the amendment, he said that it asked them to
tie their hands in regard to the land uwnill such time as »
Labour Party should come into power.  Without a definiis
policy on Land no Labour Party weuld ever attain office, and
so they might as  well dissolve their mgun%s:ﬂimzs right
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away.  SDUppOsC, however, he added, that a Labour {iowern-
ment did materialise, and that it should deem the plan of the
Commonwealth League just, Mr. Edwards and his friends
would be bound by their own amendment (o support the
very same *°cousfiscation 7 which they had so vigotously
dencunced that afterncon.

Kr. Peace also asserted thal, when #f came to R
choice between the method of land restorntion proposed
by the Commonwealib League, and buving it back, the
landlords  would come down to a maa in supporl of
land nationalisation.  Fither this land was ours or It
was not,  Which was it?  He held that this wonderful raw
material was provided for the common use and sust
of all mankind for all time and on equal terms, and those
were holding it as private property to the denial of the
rest were the confiscators.  We wanted the rent, not oz
tax, A tax was an arbiirary deduction. *F The rent is a
payment due, and we demand from our fenands, the
holders of our land, every penny of ihe rent of the land
they hold, to be paid nto a national pool.””  This, said
Mr. Peace, was the only national pool that wondd work, The
tenants should ; thetr rent into the Treasury, which would
share it out by way of the municipalities as revenue 1o pay
for the public services, and so get rid of the rating burdens.

On heing put to the vote, the amendment was lost, fve
only voting in suppore—the mover, seconder and thelr two
feliow-delegates, and one visitor.  The resclution was then
put and carricd, the same five dissenting.

H

Municipal Finance.

Mz, Grraham Peace nexi briefly moved the second resolu-
tion (see p. 6), which was seconded by Meo H. K. Brurham
{Co-operative Land and Craits Guild, Hol), who said: |
have always been in sympathy  with  the Commonwealith
League sinee its foundation, and  agree with its policy.
Restitution is the only thing which can save the ecuniry—
the world., There can be no development unless we can have
the land free to curselves, That is the first essential for
building up any movement of o progressive characier,




