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W, THE COMMONWEALTH LAND PARTY formerly
the Sir Tax Party, in Convention assembled | reaffinming  the
piinciples enuncizted 1w the platiorm of the ;‘mw'!a’ Tax Party
its Mational Convention at ’ ity, 1 Lodeclarve:

That "the "?’art’f'- is the Birth g A1 Mankm and that All

Zighy its Use.

That n H mwi for Land is expressed by the rent of land;
that land rent resulis from ih*’ presence and ]wad'n‘i'ix-'c acti 111 e85
of the peaple; that it artses as candt of natural law, and that it
therefore should be taken to defray public expenses.

That the earth is not now free to the wvse of all t
that it has become the private properiy of a fow; that Uns pru ate
ownership of the Parth enables the owners of land to take for
private purposes the Rent of Land, which is created by the com-
munity ané which therefore belon gz to the communit

That the ri m ful pwnership ol all swealth rests on i’he produs
fon of such ; that no sue tification of ownership enters
into the ownershi ga of band, as the Barth is ool 2 i‘s‘l“viui’f of labor;
that theref the appropriaiion of the fent of Tand for pris
PUSpOSes sbery of the community, is in violation of
natnral ¢ withput miora ek and 13 1 i

hoecanse sanctioned by o,

at

f}
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That as a resuli of permitting fand owners i
purposes the Hent of | which belonigs to the community, it
becomes n x,r to impose the burdens of taxation on the pro G{;~
i sy, WE E- are i'm rightfu

ucts of labor z
dividuals, anc o ‘-ﬁfhl(:ié the g

That ih«r Rent of Land 3 fray all the
legitimate <:_:~;;-»z::ns o of government, if waleen for public purposes iw
place of all taxes, wifl ]umzd a surplus available for public im-
provements, puhlu benehits and humqm wellare, ona scale hitherto

undreamed of,
10288




‘Fhat there s therefore no justification for faxing
mdustry, tabor or thrift, aad that such taxes mercly j}u;gin;l it
s breed cvasions and dishonesty, drive wealth into  hiding
places, divers capital from production, increase the ];111 a of com-
maodities aod raise the cost of living,

That the Private Ownership of Land is a denial of man’s right
to the Earth; that it restricis the conditions under which the lznd-
iess must produce; that 1t therefore lossens the return for iheir
ciforts and compels the employment of the entire time and encrgy
ol the great mass of mankind to obtain a mere subsistence,

That the struggle for sxistence is not fundamentally a struggle
between capital on one hand and labor on the other, but hetween
capital and labor on the ome hand and land monopoly on the
other. That capital and laber are the joint producers of all wealth,
that together they arc (.ntulcd to all wealth, and that they are
both robbed of their production Iy their common enemy, the lund-
owning, franchise-holding few who, through their monopoly of
the Earth and its narural resources, esact drom both libor and
capital, and W1thout any refurn to c‘nh(r the first fruits of all iheir
efforts.

That because of prix-*:.a te appropriation of the Rent of Land and
the resultant denial to the people of the use of the land, save at
exhorbitant prices due to the consequent speculation in land val-
ucs, production of wealth is everywhere curtailed and an unfair
and unnatural competition for existence arises, which in every
field of labor and eiffor: turms man against man.

, That all evils arising out of our unjust economic sysiem, such

_as business depressions, hard times, unemployment, poverty and
the fear of poverty, bad housing conditions, and the crime, vice
and disenase due to these conditicns, are the result of the Private
Crwnersinp of the Karth and the appropriation of s products by
the fow

That these eonditions are coming daily more intensified;
that relentlessly the cost of living pursues the slender purse and
robs industry of its toil ;‘that the unnatural and hr‘ibquai atruggle
hetween the landless on the one hand and the private own Smp
and moenopaly of the Tarth and its natural resources on the other,
i3 strangling both the producer and the consumer.

That out of the false foundations upon which ouwr cconomic
slructure rests, {alse ideas of fife arise, among which are the
theory that taxes should be levied according to ability to pav or
on the evidences of industry and thoft (2 false doctrine that is
tanght even in our (f:]]mres) that 1t s proper to take wealth by
taxation from those whoe have it merely because they have it, that
tariffs and subsidies ave justifiable, and that oif, coal and mineral
resources and the land values involved in public franchises are the
proper objects of plunder to be exploited by the mighty ; that as a
result of these beliefs greedy parasites attack the public treasury
through legisiative channels, and men and nations vie with each
other to appropriate to themselves and for their private purposes,
the piits intended for ail and the benefits of which should be
shared by all, :
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That any attempt to adjust the glaring and evident meaualities
and injustices of our present economic system by the tax 3
incomes is a fallacy, is communistic in privciple and mus
wholly ineffective to rectify such inequalitics, as it leas
turbed the source from which all unjustly obtained i nes
derived; whereas the collection of the Rent of Land for rublic
purposes, wherever it appears or whatcver its nature, would stop
uncarned incomes at their source and would at the same tise yro-
tect all honestly acquired wealth and Leld it secure against confis-
cation through taxation.

That the violation of natural law cannot go unpunished; that
the diversion of the Rent of Land into privats pockets and away
from public use is a violation of natural law, and that the evils
arising out of sur unjust economic system are the penalties that
follow such violation as =fect foilows cause.

That none of the other political parties, Republican, Democra-
tic or Socialist, appears as the opponent of unearned wealth or in-
comes obtained from land ownership, which is the foundation of
monopoly, nor as the defender of wealth honestly acquired from
Iabor, industry, enterprise, talent or invention,

WE THEREFORE DEMAND that the full Rent of Land be
collected by the governent in place of all direct and indirect taxes
and that all buildings, machinery, implements and improvements
on land, all industry, thrift and enterprise, all wages, salaries, in-
comes and every product of laber or inteliect, be eatirely exempt
rom taxation. :

Furthermore, we pledge ourselves to formulate into law such
measures as will make cffective these demands, to the end that the
canse of all ceonomice evils will be forever abolished and cconomic
. freedom for all be forever assured, : .

ARGUMENT .

Taking the full rent of land for public purposes insurcs the
fullest and best use of all land. Tn cities this would mean more
omes and more places to do business and therefore lower rents.
In rural communities it would mean the freedom of the farmer
Jreme laud mortgages and would guarantee him full posscssion of
his entire product at a small land rental to the government with-
out the payment of any taxes. It would prevent tha holiling of
wines idle for the purpose of monopoly and would immensely in-
crease the production and therciore greatly lower the price of
mine products. '

Land can be used only by the emgployment of labor. Putiing
land to its fullest and best use would create an unlimited demand
for labor. With an unlimited demand for labor, the job would
seck the man, not the man seck the job, and labor would receive
its full share of the preoduct, _

Al Tabor and industry depend basicallv on land, and onlv o
the measure that fand 15 attainable can labor and indusiey be
prospercus,  The taking of the full Rent of Land for public pur-
poses would put and keop all land {forever in use to the fullest
extent ot the people’s needs, and so would insure real and per-
manent prosperity for all.




that would follow the
A, ’E were woild be more food,
Hut normal man noeds move than
iable spiisly ther
acquiring comiorts,
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atlt of the tnere
s of H;L itarth to the u

: gs, machinery, unple-
s opnl i Mm@m.ﬁ o1l l'md all indusivy, threft and ente
‘;n'.i»‘c, all wages, salavies, incomes and avery product of labor and
mtellect, will encourape men to build and to produ witl reward
ihem for their offorts to improve the land, to produce wealth and
to render the services that the people need, mstead of peralizing
them for these eflorts as taxation docs now.

Tt will put an end to legzlized robbery by the government
which now pries inte men’s private affairs and exacis fines and
penalties it the shape of tolls and tazes on every evidence of
man’s industry and thrift.
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i1 the fell !'{.cm i Land were taken for public exper the
sum now taken for !vaml, State and local taxes, amounting ap-
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rernain in ihe seion of the poo aL oo
the El'w'x: cnormaettsly 1m 2ase 'i {many -‘:_ s that
ametnt), an woldd provide the inereased reiurn
tes Iabor ane { .

Aith vez! and peomanent prosperlly assuie i un-
earnad fortunes denied to all, thf: ewm c‘i%,;.e to *:%%e eseni unjust

economic system would disappe wn expross the
better and higher gualiies uzU in him ;:uud W Huli .1\4, the place
of evil; l-mlzmw and culture would replace ignorance and crime;
Lealth would supplant disease: vice would vanish and early and
frealthy marringes would make possible happy and  contended
hones.

War and strife, now and always due to economic maladjust-
ment, Wﬁuid dam@;}ear with the elimination of Private {}wnubhip
of Land whick has ever been the cause of a1l the world’s sconomic
troubles
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CONTINUES THIS CIVILIZATION I8 DOOMED.

For Governor of New Jersey
Dy, JOSEPH FERGUSON

QF WEW BRUNSWICK

Faid for by Herman (. Loew, Campaign Manager.




