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That should dispose of any
coclk round to collect the information—"° facts,” we should
have said I—from the kitchens of those he writes about, while
everybody who 1s @weakly musi be relieved o think that instead
of sending his " copy 7 along to the ofiice of s employers.
by his butler or head footman, he actually runs round with it
himself.
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upen his own exertions for a living—being no longer permitted
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calls ** his Vewhe should go oyl
A " Model " Land Losd,

The Star has a note under this head, and quotes from g
letter of Professor Huxley's concerning a visit to the Yorkshire
village  of Harewood, the -seat of the Earl of Harewood,
owner 7 of 29620 acres of an annual valoe of some i 0,000,
and Father-in-law of Princess Mary t~«ml Husiey @ ¢ iiura* is
irr tord there-—the
have taken great care of their tenants,
are the have seen.”’

mr the Idmur( rs? h(ms:*.&

hest |

Our contemporary remarks 1 So wrote Huxley just a year
hefore the prek:(nt Lord Harewood, who is 81 to-morrow, suc-
cended to the title, but he might have written it with equal truth
to-day, for the carl loves his kand and all that appertains to it,
and the Harewood estate remains a model of its kind.”

Perhaps it dogs ! But the fact remains that the ** pater-
nalism 7 of the * model 7 Land Lord js an insult to the man-
hood of the labourer, and operates to sap his independence and
natural setfereliance! A Land Lord, whether good, bad or
merely indifferent, is a drain upon the vitality of the community;
producing nothing of his own, he appropriates fo himsclf the
lion’s share of all wealth resulting from the labour of others,
He s of no use whatever ; nor can any justification be found for
his presence in any community.  Of the two, the ** good *? Land
Lord is the worse, for his supposed *‘ goodness 7 serves to blind
its ohjects to his true function in societv. When T. P.
'Connor founded the Star it was a Radical journal!

The Shepherd and the Common.

Mr., Al Shepherd, Labour M.P. for Darlington, whose

“action in cutting the wire fence erected around the 45 acres of

Little Hampden Common we commented upon in our issue of
Iu v 28rd, writes to the Daily Herald that *‘ the fence still
TeErnRing, thouo'h not in quite such a neat, spick-and- -span con-
dition as When erected. Unlike the Walls of Jericho, it did not

llapse when Lloyd George (with his pen!) led a Liberal host
:a;'m-zm(? it last week.”” Mr. Shepherd is a politician, and so
auite haturally proceeds to ask: *“ Did they really wish it to
fall, or was the demonstration just the sneakmg of a mean
g solitical adv antage?”’

The hon. member should be more careful; surely he must
fz hn ard of the “ mote and the beam ’? Of course he is
nof ** sneaking a mean political advantage,” he wouldn’t ! but
the zmph{" tion of his concluding sentence that the
shivering political adventurers whose lead e follows will bring
dowen those ** walls *” is most certainly contrary to fact. Is
he so ignorant of-the respective proposals of the Labour Party
andd those for which Lloyd George is working that he does not
know that both seek, in the words of Mr. George Dallas, to
“put them—the Land Lords in a better position than they
are doedae PP Will Mr, Shepherd tell us where he thinks he
finds g difference in principle between the two Land Policies?

fdur colunns are open for his reply. A marked copy of this
issue of ‘T'ue CommonweaL will be posted to him in due Course.;
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Labourer and the Land ™ As the largest Land Lord m

Britain, the Church of England could not be expected o have
any regard for the landless. To admit that these have any
rights in lund would be e deny ihe Church's own clom. it

wz)uld bhe too much Lo ask of a cleric \\lmw comfortable income
ig derived from the ronts of me " shiendal ,:Lmnnc” or of
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should condemn the i - i
‘That Bishop of Durham, standing on the pit-head at Stanley
conducting * divine *’ service over the remams of more than
one hundred -mesn and boys bricked-up in the fery pit beneath
feety-saenficed. 4o the effort o earn ° rovalties 7' to keep
him in ease and comfort in bis paiace, who cooly told the dis-
tracted relatives of ihe dead miners that they could not
“Aathom the inscrutable, workings of the IdNvine purpose,””
was; no doubt, fully convinced that one of those *° workings 7’
hud ordained that be should be kept at the cost of those lives.
No wonder the Church has to Iament the progressive decrease
in is live membership.  Not least of the many hopeful signs
of the present day is this indication that the hypocrisy of
“organised Christianity 77 is causng the people to iurn from
the institution that for centuries has exerted so haleful an in-
fluence upon the common people.  With the passing of rever
ence for superstition will come ihe habit of reasoning for Ihem~
selves—and with that habif, very many other things, including
the restoration of the land to the whole people without com-
pensation to any Land Lord.

An American View of the Farmer.

Accordig to vour report of f
Industrizl h:mr( farmers’ taxes cat up a third of net pr'nﬁi-q
and they have bm‘s"a passing through troublous times, with Litle
hope of a brighter future. B v sympathles go cut to the { armer,
not because of the amount of taxes he is (::1111 d upon o pay,
but because he is such a voting idiot.

Not in all but in some, of the States of the {lnion the
Commonwealth Land Party has a column on the ballot. The
object of this party is to abolish taxalion on all products of
labour and to take, in lieu thereof, the rental value of land for
revenue.

This would relieve the farmer of all taxes on hlS buildings,
tools, machinery, live stock, etc., etc., but he would bave to
pay not a landlord, as he does now in most cases, but to o
collective fund, in whose benefits he will share along with s
neighbours the economic value of the land which they are using,

Does the farmer vote for this party that would relieve him
from the * crushing burden of taxation ’? He does not. He
prefers to believe that because he holds the most land in terms
of acreage he would have to pay more taxes than ever. He
closes eyes and ears to demonstrations showing how one-
twentieth of an acre of town or city land will return more in
rent vatue than several of the 100-acre farms possessed by hisn
and his neighhours.

At heart he is a land speculator, for he lives in the hope
that some day he will be able to sell, at a profit, that which a
kindly God or nature has made a common souwrce of wealth,
from which alt human beings must draw their sustenance.

He will not take time to think and thercby find that the
crushing burden of taxation which is holding bBim down 15 the
result of his allegiance with the old political parties, and, the
only way to get rid of the burden of taxes is to vote for the
caly party that is pledged to abolish these taxes. i

The only thing the farmer knows is to kick, cuss and growl
about taxes, but he doesn’t know, or even want to know, how
to vote. For this latter he is to be pitied, but not for. the
amount of taxes he has to pay, because he votes for that kind
of treatment every election day.

OLIVER M’ KNIGH’I‘ in the thladelphw Record.
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conumerate, spring from the fact that we have logt
our own lives: cannot decide for ourselves ut
lahour : are often in the appalling slavery of having
to labour, and, finally, when seme have produce:

able to gt

categrery 1 migbt have added several
L 55 1t seems 1o me, of minor
: ssely excluded disterbing reports
Bussin an from the ordinary newspaper Mnpoience itself ; and, as i
ches it s impnssible to discover what is actually taking populations are a helpless swarm of
we mysterious countries.  Neither have ] thought it obe sticky mass, and incapable of individual Tight.
to chwell on the series of outbreaks to which the move only as they are driven; must run with the pac
E case  has gwven rise, althou the press 3 devoured ; arc driftwood at i poof coonomic onere
almost every untry is {oil of them; for on’that also aguinst which they vainly sty s But there s not
us must form his own judgment as best he may. What w nwiurzl about those ciwrents.  They are distinct]
mav be certain of is that they testify to a world-wide unrest man-made, the logical .consequence of the div
that armies and navies, dictatorships and drastic legislation, stream of human energy {rom its etecnally-appointed course.
and all the stop-gaps of the modern politician, are powerless In “ The Silver Spoon’ Jobn Galsworthy puts into the
iy checls, mouth of o Cabinet Minister who is arguing with a land re-
In the items set out in my first paragraph none is excep- former, the fullowing remark @ ¢ What you're ven
tionally startling, and I cannot suppose that, taken as a whole, is the slow town growth of the last huadse ! 3
they will cause even our most imaginative readers to lose an an mgrained statf&_ of mind which can onlv sece _fin;{];md i
2. Indeed, here lies the trouble. Daily and hourly, terms of industrialism and the carrying tra LT B seems 1o
apiced variously and cooked to suit all kinds of palates, the me that there is a world of truth in that rcr“n:-z,rk, and that the
same dish s served up to us ad neuseem. In the antics of whole Iabour and social movement in this country bas, of
skin-oame Stock Exchanges there is nothing new, and the necessity, a character—peculiarly its own; for we are the only
masses have become reconciled to the fact that over their labour nation in which nearly six-sevenths of the population live in
——if they are permitted to labour—and over the distribution of towns and are compelled to import some seven-tenths of the
its products, they have no longer one scintilla of control. The food they must consume. )
vnemployed problem they now accept as part of what is called, On the perils of that situation I do not dwell, my ons
with incomparable irony, the existing * order,” and their own object here heing to insist that social arrangements now clearly
leaders teach them that it is a necessary feature of our becoming more and more unworkable will have to be replaced
econonic system.  Most of us know that as the heavy lorries by ones more practical, because more closely in agreement with
and street cars pass our doors our houses shake perceptibly, Life’s basic facts. It is imperative that our people shall be
we have to admit that in the most thickly-peopled portions aroused to the necessity of rescuing themselves from the helple
o our metropolis buildings have been decaying for generations and precarious position in which the wvast mass of them at
present stand, and brought to comprehend that this is possible

past.  No one of intelligence had the slightest belief in the
recent Disarmament Conference, for common sense telfs us that  only by their regaining possession of the illimitably-rich and
7l experts will not vote for the destruction of the means still greatly-undeveloped natural resources of their pative home.
v which they live, even though they themselves may be con- Before that can be accomplished, however, there must be a
vinred that the battles of the future wiil be decided in the air, complete révolution in cur national mentality, which is at pre
ol that, should England go again to war, she will be at once sent the mentality of the city wagre-worker who thinlks anly in
svaded by flying squadrons against which battleships and the terms of jobs and regards the opportunity of work as an
cruisers can give her no protection.  As for the coal situation, end instead of a means to the one essential, and in itsell de-
i+ has been talked to death, while the whole film business is lightful, end, the satisfaction of normal individual wants.
confessedly in the hands of financial autocrats whose only care To change a people’s mentality is a gigantic task, and
iz dividends. in it we may expect no assistance from oppertunists, no maiter
All these things we know; ‘but they have been dinned what the party to which they may belong. On the other hand,
into our ears so constantly, amid the riot of so many conflicting  the .stars in their course are fighting for us, and in x subse-
disharmonies, and held up for our inspection under such a quent article 1 hope to show that the great movements now
jumble of confusing sidelights, that we can no longer see them agitating all the world are at bottom directéed toward a realisa-
¢learly or catch the true import of thelr message. We have tion of the thought for which we stand. W. GO
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“{a) Assume that every individual man and woman {chil-
dren in propostion) in Greal Britain and lreland—and in every
naiion where they decided to step intp the New Age—suddenly
found themselves possessed of a private and inalienable mcome
of A£100 per annum, in addition to their present incomes, whai-
r those might be.

‘(B Assume that present prices of commodities remained
pmwm Tevels,

{y Assume that wherever any material need appeared,
the only problems to be solved consisted in finding the necessary
labour, malerials and maihtenance for the workers, whilst en-
gaged mn that particular production.  In o‘tht'=r words, assume
that the issue of the necessary money to f book-keep® the
undertaking was automatic, and was not derived from the sav-
mes of the nation.

“(d) Assume we only exported goods wh1ch we did not
want and could not vse at home.

“ Space limits prevest Farther visualisstion of what is
p(‘l"k’(ii‘\ feasible, given a rational financial system, but readers

can Al m the details themselves.”

They can! And with the permission of the Editor of
Tar Covmvonweasn, | will atteropt some of the filling ir It is
assumed in (b)) that prices of commoadities will be unaffected by
the distribution among consumers of the said commodities of
over £.4,000,000,000 worth of * money-tickets
with {g). I ** a national financial system '’ can square the
cirele of mereasing prices followed by continual fresh issues of
“necessary m(‘)m\y " which at first sight appears to be implied
by such o scheme, then Mr. Kennedy is hardly making the best
possible tse of his opportunities. If instead of a ‘‘ private
and inalienable income of £ 100 per annum,” in addition to our
‘prmmt incomes, we could each have an additional £500 a year,

sany people would discard their present incomes altogether and
hu upon the private and inalienable ones with which the genius
of AMajor Douglas had provided them. Unless there is some
coculi sirnificance in the figure £100, it should be equally easy
to provide £500, or even 41,000, Only one difficulty arises,
namely, that in such a state of general affluence the number
of people that troubled to do any work would tend to zero, and
hence the amount of wealth produced would also tend fo zero.

In swch circumstances our private and inalienable incomes
would be almost as valuable as so many German paper marks
of the post-war inflation period. If some decrease in the pur-
chasing power of each £1 of our present incomes as well as
of pur new ones is not to accompany every step on the path cf
Credit Reform, prices must be fixed. Mr. Kennedy is surely
B that even the redoubtable Mussolini has failed to fix
prices; ftalian shopkeepers have been compelled by economic
circumstances either to sell above the fixed price or to close
down their shops. I regret that space limits did not allow Mr.
Kennedy to visualise some perfectly feasible scheme for the
avoidance of a similar disappointment to himself and his fellow
castle-huilders when they alsp attempted the impossible.

The filling in of detail is most necessary in regard to
assumption (c) It is to be noted that when ‘¢ the issue of the
necessary money ' has heen made automatic, the only problems
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was £ 180 per acre.
ation, ol which he was a member, w
acre for one of iis * slum clearance schemes.”  Mr, Wheatley
----- displayved -bis. complete. ignorance -of the guestion, by staiing
that if the Iand for bouvsing were given for nothing it woule
not make a difference in the cost of the house of more than
1id, per week per room. That ignorance 1s shared by the
majoriy of our ‘° housing reformers,”” who see only the site
of the house as land, but are blind to the fact that the house
itself is composed of nothing else but land and labour.
Peace In Our Time,

Towed by nine tugs, H.M.S. Rodney, the largest warship
in the world, Teft Birkenhead, on Sfutm‘dr;\ for speed and gun-
nery trials :at Porismouth, Emergmg s!uwly from the dock,
the grrear battd "hi;":s, which has been bult and ftted out st
a cast of over £7,000,006, was greeted by lowd cheering from
spectators on f{‘r:y hoats wnd on both banks of the viver and
by thousands of holiday-makers at New Brighton, as she made
her way down the Mersey.

And there are those who wonder at the failure of *° Ths-
armarment 7 conferences, and are pamed that other nations
should coubt the sincernty of our loudly professed desire for
peace in our {imel Bat we musi at all cost protect our
“homes * from threatened invasion by envious foreigners,
lured 1o attick us by such delightful pictures of the Glasgow
“ homes,”” ag that appeaving above.

AVerage piaes pa;d iw" land for h(m 1an
At the same momeni, the Gia w Cor-

as paying A 1100 pe

H

Opinion governs all mankind like the blind’s Jeading of
the blind.
And obstinacy’s ne’er so stiff as when ’tis in a wrong belief.
Samuel Builer.

which remain to be solved consist in '‘ finding the necessary
labour, materials and maintenance for the workers.” These,
1 presume, are the ** quite minor questions of detail '’ to which
all problems of an economic nature are to be reduced; let us
try to solve these trifling problems which remain. Labour to-
day is not difficult to find, we have a million men registercd «:
unemployed. Materials and maintenance for the workers have
but one source—the land. Perhaps in the New Age they may
be supplied by ** a national financial system ’* whose fournida-
tions are laid in the air; and again, perhaps not. It may be
that even in the New Age, if men allow a few of their number
to claim ownership of the land to which all must have access,
if they are to live these unnaturally privileged persons will Ieave
to Labour only such a portion of its earnings as constitutes a
hare subsistence.

Mr. Kennedy says that * Knights errant will never find =
mightier dragon to fight than Modern Finance: nor a fairer
prigsener than Westetn Civilisation.”” If the Knights-errant
would remove the barber's basins which cramp their
quixotic heads they might discover that Mr. Kennedy’s drageon
is not an example of spontaneous generation, but the offspring
of a dragon far more terrible—a dragon whose name is
Landlordism. This dragon it is that lays waste our country
and causes the ‘‘ fair prisoner '’ to sicken in the cruel confines
of our cities. If our Knights-errant were to attack and kil
the parent they would find that the baby dragons’ could no longet
lift their heads. B. BUITERWORTH.
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a proceeding which is merely disguised almshousing at the
cost of his fellows, enquiry should be directed to the reason
for those lew wages, I[n the course of that enquiry it is
certain the cause of dear housing will be revealed—if the
mvestigators keep their eyes open!

Why “° Low Wages ''?

Land Lovds hold land from use, or permit part of it to be
gsed at mopopoly rents.  This power shuts off men from their
natural epporfuniy to employ themselves. Such men, denied
their nght to go to work upon their own account, flow into
the ** labonr market,” o compete with their fellows for a buyer
for thenr labour.  The lmitation of access to natural resources
causes an apparent excess of men over jobs—1,024,700 now
registeved as seeking work but unable to find 1it—ihis com-
petition for jobs forces down wages to the lowest figure upon
which the labourer can subsist and reproduce his kind—hence
low wages T
‘High Priced Houses,

Qut of his low wages the labourer canpot purchase the
necessary house-room—aned so begins overcrowding. But there
s another factor: the high price of the house. Here, again,
those with eves to see will detedt the influence of the Land
Lord. A house, whether built by ** private enterprise '’~—whut-
ever our Sociabsts understand by that—or erected by municipal
or other pubbe authority, is only land on land! By their
so-called ** ownershup ' of land, Land Lords not only force
doen the wages of Labour, but they force up the cost of the
house.  ‘They control not only the sites, but, also, every
aeseription of land that goes into the construction of the house
itself.,  Such is  their position a8 monopolists of natural
respurces, that they stand to gain immensely by the very
activity in building for which all sorts of politicians take credit
unfo themselves. The more houses built, the more land
wiznted to build them, and the higher the price those who hold
land are able to charge. [From this position thers is no escape
—s0 long as there are Land Lords! This explains the *“ Un-
solvad Housing Problem,”” and should indicate to all the utter
hopelessness of present methods of approach.

Probiem Not Insoluble, -

Bui the *° problem,” though * unsolved,”’ is not insoluble.
As we have seen, both low wages and high priced houses are due
1o the one cause—the monopoly of land. Land being some-
thing man cannot make, is for the free and equal usé of all
sen.  This cannot be denied, for to do so would be to assert
that Nazure bas made special provision for some of her
reatures, and has left the many totally unprovided for.  Such
an idea 15 unthinkable ! What, then, ought we to do about it?
"The obvicus thing is to restore Nature's provision to its original
purpose-—the free and equal use of all mankind. Land Lords
are a malignant growth that must be excised from the com-
munity.  And their excision must be ruthless and thorough;
no half-measures; no easy stages; hut prompt and entire
removal—as Land Lords. The monopoly of land must be
winashed ; this done, and the cause of low wages and high

. priced houses will kave gone., A reversal will set in and high
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Hoenough of our American readers will deposit thelr dol-
lars with the COL P, we can promise ihem g far better retum
than that, snd in a moch shorter time.  We can promise com-
plete emancipation from the ceonomin bondage of to-day, free
dom from ine fear of want, and equality of opportunity for
themselves and those who shall after. The value of
these thre tar beyond apy sum that can be expressed in
figrures. )

All we need is sulficient money to enable us to get our
Message of Deliverance. to the people; they are ready for it
Me. Hoover's fdeal,

GO

that has not been born under proper conditions, that does not
live in hygienic surroundings, that does not have prompt
medical attention and inspection, that docs not receive instrue-
tien in the elements of health: that there shall be no child who
has not the complete birtheight of a sound mind in a sound
body and the encouragement 1o express in fullest measure the
spirit within which is the final endowment of cvery human heing.

If Mr. Hoover will consult with our celleagues of the C.L. P,
on his side of the Atlantic, they will tell him how to realise that
ideal 7 of his without very much © steiving, ' Col-
leet the rent of America for the people of America, and let
the people of America spend that rent upon their own public
services, thus making it possible to abolish every tax, tariff,
and other form of bindrance to the full, free and unfeitered
self-expression of a virite and resourceful people now held in
cheek by the operations of a set of Jund thieves seconded in
their work of plunder by the operations of the Tanff thieves.
bt Provides Weork.

The recent case of a stay chased into the sea by ' sports-
men,*’ then hauled into a hoat and killed, has led to an ouicry
against this barbaric survival, apologists for which are now
rediuced to arguing that the *“ sport ' makes work.”  This
can be no more denied than could the asseriion that an increase
in the list of offences punishable by death wouid ** make
work ** for the public bangman, But that wenld be ne suffi
cient reason for cxtending the scope of capital punishment.

Such an “ argument,” if that be the correct word, is
possible only because of an ignorant notion that “ work 7 is =
desirable thing in itself; it was the argument used by Mrs.
Philip Snowden, of all persons, in defence of the Court fune-
tions which the MacDonald Government of 1924 supported
and attended-—as religiousty as any of the *“ bloated capitalist ™
Governments which preceded them. Mrs. Snowden actually
declared the Courts ¢ made work for poor dressmakers.’’ ¥f
the lady had paused to consider how those functions are paid
for, and by whom, she might have learned the reason why
dressmalkers {and others} are *‘ poor.” )

beautifip] ¢

wages will rule at the same time as low priced houses
the problem will be no more.

The Way Out,

To smash this immoral monopoly, the C.L.P. advance the
suggestion that all holders of land shall be required to pay the
full annual rental value of their holding into the Common Land-
Rent Fund; the rent to be paid in any case, quite regardless of
the use or non-use of the land. Present holders—no longer Land
Lords—may continue to hold; but they will have to pav rent
to us for our land, instead of making us pay rent to them for
our land, as now. With that Common Land-Rent Fund avail-
able, all rates could be abolished, thus further lowering the
price of house-room, Ultimately the Land‘Reat Fund would
be the sole source of public vevenue, and each citizen would
receive in public services the equivalent of his share in his native
fand. There is no other way.

and
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The fu] o E* v interesting letter reaches the Editor
Karufon Nort‘}ean Transvaal :—
~F houghi this farm of 5,000 acres four years
intention of growing cotton.

There were 12 families of natives here, in all about 50 or
60 souls, owning over 300 head of cattle.  As is usually the
case when farms change hands in South Africa, the natives put
up s passive resistance against the new owner, possibly due to
an instinctive belief that the land is rirhtfuily theirs. Anyhow,
 had to make & living on the place, so called them ali up for an

indaba.” T had then been here, with my family, for over a
month, and had been unable to get a native, for love or money,
to hew o bit of wood or draw a drop of water.

By law, all native male squatters have to give 90 days’
free fnbour, and for this they are allowed free grazing for stock
and free land to plough.

I told them that we all had to make a living off the land :
that I intended to grow cotton, a crop that required a lot of
Inhour and that, in addition to their 90 days’ free labour,
ted those who wished for further employment to give me the
trrst option of employing them at current rates for farm labour,
but that I would compel no one to work for me who did not
serle employment.  One said that he could earn more elsewhere
than he could earn on a farm, so 1 told them that those who
sarn more elsewhere might: do so, hut that any who
hed to work on neighbouring farms had to give me the first
hance of employing them. They would not agree to this pro-
posal and the whole lot left the farm. Two months Jlater one,
who had over 100 cattle and over 100 sheep and goats, asked
me to tnlee him back as, with so many stock, he had a difficulty
m getting another place. He is still here, the only help T have
on the place, and had it not been for' a small trading store I run
I'd have starved. These natives belong to the Bechuana-Basuto
tribes and are not far from the border—and free land, Hence

thelr independence. Yours faithfully

A0 July, 1927, MatsER SMITH.
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‘a jourrml 1nr the defem:et of the rights, and the red
the wrongs of property owners.””  On the subject of s
it has this to say: ““ Property owners do not Sk
exist.  Who ever heard of a property owner debi
ing a slum so as to deprcciate the investment upon
relied fér an income? Tm"nib have mades ihe
are t*n‘ i w}m would mitke @ ‘uala:( a slum
t wtly there enanis
¢ Ti\“ considered to e shoms, haot
as those of 4 he ir more well-to-da condréres.
Honest pe wr‘rt& Yo orin

On this point The T
he problem s not as hopedess o
held that ithe stwn-chweller carries
roundings he is moved.  IIxperience in ‘.z i
Dr. A, 8. M. MacGregor that rehousing
greater part of their ¢ slum gualities.”  Cut «
the resuits were reported as very good in 5id,
were * dirty * after the change.”

Quite a comfortable bli of veading for
slum-owners, who only wish to draw that < income 7
inconvenient questions being asked ! It is a pity the wr er did

ot define ‘*“ honest ' in refation to povertv. Once accept his
dictum that honest poverty is no crime, and it is an easy step
to the conclusion that all poverty is ¢ honest,”” and so there
is no call to worry—unless you happen to be poor{ Such taik
novelists who invariably
introduced the hero of their story as ‘‘ born of poor, but
honest pareats,”” the villain, presumably, for they never snid
so, being the son of rich, but dishonest parents! We have
no use for such silly phrases.

Poverty Is a Crime!

Poverty is a crime—not of the individual victim—bui of
the society which condemns him from birth to go through life
begging another’s leave to toif, because prevented by socicty
from employing himself in the satisfaction of his needs. 'The
same social crime that denies him his equal right io use the
earth is the cause of “ slums,”” including what this apologis
for ¢ Preputty, Proputty, Proputiy !’ to quote Tenny
Northern Farmer, describes as “° what are popularly consideresd
to be slums.’”  Just as no property owner deliberately creates
a slum, so no slum-dwelier deliberately i
his habitation. The existence of Land Lords clanmiiig
perty *' in land first makes poverty, and these parasiles,
charging monopoly rents for building land, crowd houses.
together and force up the remt of housing accommodation
beyond the capacity to pay of those they have made poor.
For smug writers to pen the sort of stuff we criticise is to add
insult to injury! They should try living amid the sordid,
depressing; soul-killing conditions of the slum to see for how
long they, themselves, would retain that sense of self-respect
manifested by the heroic tenants whose houses are so neat and
tidy.
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Sy Lie .4 wurthope, M. {.h Conservative MU, for Rye,
member of 1m iTwecuiive of the Hoform League, and
of the sittive of the Central Lgmmn\ ners’ Associaiion, Land

Lord of 630 acres m Keot and a Turther 3,028 acres in Sussex

{3,656 acres In all) of 2 combined annual rental of shout £9,000,
has an article in jn}m h’m’f headed @ T IMsagree with t‘lv
'["rliim"” ’i'he’ c“fl : i% over th& matter of * Land,’

an ;mihont .
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1ds of political agitation about the owners
f«,la.p .;r .z"mu! ral land. Ve are in the midst of one such
pericd now.” o he thinks that © we ™ are hal l-way ihrough
that ' period 77 he s sadly mistaken. Ag a politician, he
appears to be as short-sighted as the rest of his order. It is
not a *political 77 agitation that 1s on, but asn econemic one;
neither is it coneerned with the ¢
land 775 it raises ihe Tundamental issue of the ** ownership 7’ of
any land by any so-called “ landowner.” Sir George had
better know the worst—that Is 1l he really s as innocent as he
would wish to appear. As a member of the Executive of the
Ceniral Landowners” Association, he must konow there 15 a
widespread and rapidly growing conviction amongst all classes
that the day of the Land Lord must pass. No longer are the
dispossessed-——whose right to free and equal use of land s
just the same as that of ariy member of the C.L.A.--yroing to
be fobbed off wih ‘»pu.mll% arguments and special pha(im;‘f
by those who seek to defend an indefensible position. To-tav,
the commaon people know that, as a Land Lord-—a mere recerver
of rent Tor land--5ir George is not only of no use to the corne
minity, but s an actual mjury, since he functions (we hope
he will not mind pialﬂ speaking, but cannot belp it if he
uhicets 1) always and only as o parasite, wuking something for
acthing. It he thinks we are in error as fo his *° function,”’
our columns are at his disposal for a full reply.  Let him show
what a Land Lord gua Land Lord gives in return for the rent
he takes.  We should be very im(:rested to learn that he gives
;mvthszur !
The reasons for this ayitation are many,” he proceeds.
“Fo bepin with, fand is owned by a minority of the nation,
and consequently excites the envy of those who have aone.”’
This sort of thing reminds us of the ignorant speakers em-
ploved by the Tarilf Referm League who sometimes interrupt
us with the remark ; * You would not talk like that if you
owped uny land ! Sir George should hé above their level. Does
he realiy think it is only *‘ those who have none '’ that are
tulking sides ugainst Land Lords?  If so, he has a lot to learn.
We could tell him of some who ““ own » land yet who agree
with us that every child coming into this world comes with an
crjual right to life, and, because no child can live without land,
an cqual right to free access to the land that Nature provided,
not for a few Land Lords, but for all her children.
This is the issue raised, and we shall be interested to
learn how he and his fellow ¢ landowners ’’ propose to meet

.

I3

it. They dare not deny the truth we affirm : for they cannot!

+ second reason for the agitation is a strange one.
it (lund) yields so poor a return as an investment, that it
ao only be owned by those who can apply capital and labour

to its cultivation, or by those whose means enable them to be
cantent with a very low rate of interest.™” I this be the case
should not have expected it would *° excite the envy of those
wrve none,” for. they would seem to be better off without

Thivdly, as the parsons say: * Owners of property, in

the natural desire to protect and preserve what is their own (1)

are the sinutest opponents of nationalisation and other destruc-.

tive doctrines, and therefore arouse the enmity of the Sccialist
Party.”
i*‘(mrthly, and lastly, brethren, ** The landowner is a con-
werient
seeker after political excitement who has no sensible policy of
his own.”” That’ 5 a nasty one for Lloyd George, anyhow !
We give his *‘ reasons ' in full, that our readers may judge

-Smm”x' {

ownerstup of agricultural -

“Aunt Sally’ for the missiles of every empty-headed.

M.C., M.P.

champion of Special Privilege
L o A i g i]}("

s second FEASORN

the value of the
deems the best he can m;'
only one that has any Wil he tell us what
©capital and labour O H?L J}uhc of Westminster has applied
to the culbvvation of the 600 zeres in West London that vield
him £1,000,000 yenrly as rent?  Huat he may reply: 1 am
spenking only of agricaliural Jand. " Very well; tel! us, please,
just bow much ¢ capital and Jabour ** he, as 2 Land Lord of
7 acres has applied 1o iheir culitvadon. 1 he per-
g any of O his 77 dand, he does so onot as a Land
il user, e is onovast diffe feet him
are wrong in siating that the notion about
s function being to supply the capital is a
Land . Lord—that 35 the man whe just
not himself farm ¢ his 77 land—does not
He-keeps buildings, fences, draing and so
forth more. or Jess in repair. Not that he does the wark in-
volved—he simply pays the hillt  But, as he pays the hill
with part of the rent taken from the farmer, it foliows it is
the farmer, not the Land Lord, who supplies that capital.

He next invites us to ‘“ lock at the present position and at
the proposals of those whe wish to change it. Good. Let’s!
So far as can be ascertained, the * present position ™ is this:
38,229 persons hold about three-fourths of England and Wales
the remadning fourth is held by 919,692 others.  Less than one
million of the population claim to ‘“ own ' the whole of ihe
land upon which the other 37,000 000 have to live.  For mere
permission to live, these landiess are paying an vage of
£io per head, man, woman and child, as rent this yvear ic
that *‘ minority 7> fo which he referred. Does it net strike
him this is another ** reason » he should have taken into
account? He can hardly be expecting that people who now can
read and write and, conscguently, are beginning to thinl, will
be satisfied with his alleged “‘ reasons,” nor wee they likely io
rest content much longer under the injustice he and his fellow
“ landowners 7 inflict upon them. Sir George should not de-
ceive himself ; this is no *‘ political *7 agitaiion he has to meet;
it is a demand for Justice; and a demand that wiil brook ne
deflay !

He is, indeed, a simpleton (excuse this frankness!) i he
imagines the matter is disposed of when he writes so airily :
“ For practical purposes it is quite immaterial whether land is
held in theory from the Crown by virtue of various fonins of
service or of grant.”” And again: “ Nor does it concern us
whether the Enclosure Acts were justified or not, any more than
it matters to-day whose land William the Congueror gave 1o
the great religious orders, or to whom Heary VIIIL. granted
it when he dispossessed the monasteries.” It does concern us
to-day that all ** titles ** to land are based upon force, fraud
and ‘‘legal fictions.”” That being so, his own * title '’ is
no more valid than was that of the first *“ grant » upon which
he seeks to base it. His parchment deeds are of no value in
the eyes of those who understand, and who refuse to be hood-
winked by hired lawyers.

He had better face the fact, for, whether he cares 1o
admit it or nof, it is a fact that the disinherited masses are
now seeing through the colossal fraud of * Land Owning,
and if Land Lords do not go guietly, they will assuredly be
assisted to vacate the position they now hold. Not for fong
will an awakened people, smarting under a keen sense of in-
justice, tolerate their claim to a greater right to life ihun
any other. '

Against his preseant view of the Enclosure Acts we sef ihe
opinion of the Central Landowners’ Association (of which he
is an executive member), as set forth by an apologist in =z
two-column article published in the London Times on December
16th, 1924. Concluding his observations, he wrote: ** It may
be admitted that the proceedings of the Enclosure Acts were
high-handed . . . that a Parliament composed of land-
owners may not always have been disinterested ; that there wns
room for favouritism ; that mistakes and injustices were done.
Let him make no mistake about it, the resttiution of our stoien
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fiscator now.

veu do not sce, Sir George, is that you are a con-
We state the fact, while freely absolving you of
wrongful latent.  You have just accepted the position into
which the accident of birth has placed you. That confiscation
which vou practice against the rest of your fellows, by holding
as yours those acres that God (or Nature) gave for the use of
us =il 1s an outrage upon the British sense of fair play to
which vou, and we, appeal. It is the robbery that this people

will not tolerate once encugh of them see that it is robbery.
Iy is the

special purpose of the C.L.P. to open their eyes to
md we are doing so very rapidly. They will do the

> net advocate violence ; nor are we preaching
: sast wrongs.,  But we are preach immediate
restitution without any payment to you of compensation for the
loss of vour present power to charge some of us rent for the
use of our property. We demand that you shall pay us the
full annoal rent Fnr vour ({;1[1‘) land—und just the land; and we
propose that o t shall he the national revenue i
the cost of dil i3(<‘t...wm%.t'y priblic services shall be dch.ued‘ all
present !'21(‘#‘% and taxes being abolished. Revolutionary, Sir
George, ves ! but we (1’14110ﬂ"” you, when you have read the
copy “of this issue of Tir COMMONWEAL that you will receive
in due course, to meet us anywhere and anywhen upon the one
simple issuc—-that of the Justice of our demand. Qur col-
umns are at your service or, should you prefer, we would meet
vou i public debate. Our one. object being to know the
Truth., What aboat 1t?
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Cpen-Air Figtures,
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In this counnection, our readers wi 11 be interes _>.<! to learn
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Sparing the Heod,

O Wowadays children are bt i
there. is nothing lil;' i‘iw cane, ' said By, ‘?um ;5 madmﬂ
magistrate at Walsali; *‘ the only boys who are beaten now-
adays are noblemen’s sons at schools like Lton and Harrow,
and it does them good, just as it-did me good wher a boy.’

5

Because we are not beating them as of old, this magistrate
says we are ** producing people who are content to lHve idle
lives at the public expense.””  But surely it is the ¢ noblemen’s
sons '’ who do this, in spite of the cane !
The Land or the Rent?

From a Tinsbury Park celleague comes this note. ** in

the Park on Sunday, the Editor of Tue Comvonwssrn made
an exceedingly lluminating statement, opening up the
heart of the C.L.P. proposal : a constructive Re volation hased
on Reason as a preventive of the impending Reve
sulting from the recent worid-madness of rales
leadmg to ¢haos. This most vital staternent was fmm et :
made direct to Mr. Graham Peace’s informant.  © Cur mis-
take was,” said Leain (would to God the world had sratesmer
ready to admit mistakes 1) ¢ Oqr i :
land imstead of the rent of the iand.
holders pay the rent io the whole cominunity, to whom it
belongs, will automatically worls to compel those holders to
use the land. Men who are not worshippers of Mamumon must
surely agree to this obvious step in the direction of Fiernal
justme wwf Raymond.

“E“i ing i]lt‘ prmm{

It is, for instance, of no avail that thou worshipest Truih,
if thou seest thy brother men ruled by Error, and dost not
endeavour, so far as lies in thy power, to overcome that error.
—Mazzini.




