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THE SIHGLY TAE PLATFORN,

4#do=tad by the lNationsl Conference of the Single Tax League
of the United States at Cocpesr Unlom, Hew York, Senteme

ber 3, 1850.

We assert as our f mﬁ%ﬁﬁ%i prinel-le the sslf evident
rath erunaiated in the Dsclaraticn of amsricenm Indejsidsnce, thet
all men are crembed sgual and sre sndowed by their Creator with cere
tain inelienable rights.

¥e hold that all men sre equelly entitlsed %o the ume end
enjoyment of whet God has croaied and of whet is gaired by the gan-
eral growth snd im@feweﬁﬁﬁt of the community of which they sre &
parte Therefors, me one sheuld be permitisd o heold unatursl @ggax»
tunitles without a felir return to all for any speeial privilege ithuas
gocorded to him, snd thet value which the growth and improvement of
the community sttach to laud should be taken Tor the use of the come
munitye

%e hold thas each man is entitlied fo &1l $hat his lshor
produces. Thersfore no tax should be lavied on tha prodacts of labe
or's

Ze ¢arry cub these priieiples we are in faver of f&lblﬁg

21l pablie revenuss for natiomel, state, county, end au igipel pur-

i land valuss, Irrsspsct ve of laprove . onts,

"y

L..J

Dozas by a iLg g tax up

r

and of the abolition of all foras of direct end indirect tavstion.
Since in 21l cur siaies we now 1lovy some bex on the value of
land, the single tax can be Inetituted by the simple and sasy wvay of

gbollishing, tno aftor smothes a8ll othor itsves neow levied, snd come



mensurately increasting the tax on land vsluse, unitil we draw npon
at one scurce for sll sxsenses of govarnment, ﬁ%e revenue belng

divided bebtesen locsl governmenis, siate governments end the 2eNar-

al govermment, as %ﬁé revenus from dirset taxes is pow Jivided bho-

twoen the lopal and sista Wﬁ?%fﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁ g3 or, & direct szsessnent bew

Irom revenuss collected im this manners
The single %ax we propose is not a tsx on land, snd thera.
fore would mot felil on the wse of laud and become & tax on lsbors
It 1s a tex, not on land, but on the value of land. Thus,

1% would net fall on 2ll land, bat only +n mwaluable land, snd on that

not in the proportiom to the use mede of 1%, bud in sreportion o ite .

culune - the premiasm wvhich the usar of land must pay to the ownar,

ﬂ*‘

iiher in purchase momey or rent, for permiscien %0 noe valushls land.

:a

Lt wonid thuos be e tax net on the wse or lmprovement of lend, but om
che ownership ef land, $sking vhet wounld ctherwise go te the cwoer as
puner, and not B8 usare

in sssossments under the single iax all vsines arsated by

irdividusel nse or lmprovemantowoenld be excluded, and the only vslue X

taken inte concidgration would ba the velue st taching Yo the bare
lend by ressen of neighboerhood, ete., to be determived by lmpartisl

ericdicel sssecuiments. Thus the fsrmer would havs no mors tawes 6o

)

pay than the speeulater who held s similar piece of land 1dle, =ud the
man who on & cliy lot erected 8 valusble bullding wonld bs Sawmed no
mere thet ths man whe held e similer 1ot vacant.
The =ingle tax, in shord, would call upon mesn to zontrlilute
n

proportion to what thsy predfuce or



itips they helde It would compel them %o osy Jjust as muck lor hold-

ing lend idle se for putting 1% to 1ts [wlilest aie.

1. Take tha woelpht of dazstion off of the ﬁm“in

,,,,,,,,, "-\y-'
cultnral districks whore land has 1ivile or -’m,gf@i%a o

irrespoctive of improvessuts, end put it on towns a%\i
gﬁﬁ sities whers hare l@d rises to 8 vaiue of mil- %Saé/
lions of dcllars par BoTG. (é

2. Disversa with s multipilciiy of texes sxd a %,
hords of tez-gathorswes, simplify zovormment, end Cﬁ%'

i

grestly raduge its oosts

£1 Do avway with the freud, corruption and gross
insguality imseparable from cur preseni methods of
taxation, which allew the rieh o “ﬁﬂagu whils tr@y
grind tha poores Land sanvet be hid or car :aﬁ'&fﬁ,'
snd it value cen be escerteined with gras.or sase
aud gertalnliy than any othsele

4. Gives ug with the world s porfeet fraasiom of
treta as now oxists bebtwesn the states of cur Unlon,
thus éﬂ gbling our people te share, through free ex-
changes, in all the sdvantages which natburs hes given
4o othsr counirles, or which the peculisr zxill of oiher
saoples has enebled them to atitain. It wonld destiroy
tha teusts, menepolies and eorruptions shich are the
cutgrowths of the teriff. 1% would do awsy with the
fines and peualties sow lavied on enyome who improvaes &

fara, ersg - & house, bhklds & machine, or in any way
-] ®

g



creduetion or exchange without fins or restriction,

snd wonld lesve to each the fall produet of hiz exer-
tione

the gublie use kel velug which ettachss to land by
rosson of the growth and improvement of ihe community,
maike the ﬁﬁl: n oof land Y=§f fitanis to ths ﬁ@fé Qﬁmﬁf,
gnd profitable only to the asere It would thus sseke it
impossibtle for spsoulaiors and monopolistoto held nate
ural gpportunities wnused or only half used, and would
throw gpen S0 1sbor the I1limiteble [ie24 of emplogusnt
walch the eerth offers to ma. 1% wonld thus seolve
the labor problen, 4o sway with inveluntary poverty,
raign w&gég in ®il ocoeupation: S0 the fgil a8rnINgs
gf labtor, make a?er-y dzction impessible wntll all
hmnen wants wers a&tiafi%a, render &ahﬁr#sayiﬁg-invaﬁ-
ﬁian&.a blessing te all, an?d eauass auﬁh B enoTmMOusS Nrte
duetion and szuegh sn egquiteble dzs;rzﬁf tion of woslth as
- would give to sll comford, lelsurs ﬂLﬁ particigation in

thas sdrventaeg of mﬁAﬁﬁ?ﬁl‘iﬂg ?i 1i1izatione.

4
froie
o
fa gl
gy
1]
1]
]
&
o
oP
ok
0O
3
]
[
ko
]
it
i
&
i
o]
[
pa ol
D
&
ot
*.
[ia]
i
54
iy
)
£
[
b
o
]
oy
e
&

]
A
o
n
I
=]

)

comes 8 proper soclel funetion, whieh should be sonitrollod snd manie

& o
ged by and for the whole people conserned, throush their Proner Zoverie

asnt, leoeal, stete or netionsl, as uay be.



