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Tfeel impelted to say that the late

Jobn C. Lincoln was a rich man, in
the last half of his 93 years of life
(1866-1959) he was a mudt-millionaire.

Making money in industrisl, real
estate and mining operations seemed {0
be an avocation for him, as golf or cards
might be for other men. His main ob-
Ject in life from 1310 {o the day of his
death was the promotion of what ig
commonly called Single Tax, which may
be a misnomer. What Lincoln stood for
was elimination of taxes on production,
buildings, homes, factories, earnings and
consymer goonds.

The one tax, the only tayx, the single
tax woulld be on land values, The tax on
Jand would sbsork ali the profit in land
ownership, thereby compelling owners
to use land at itz highest poltential, or
abandon it to cthers who would put it
into productive use.

Lincoln thought that land peflected
and absorbed so much of the gain from
invention, education, scilence and popu-
lation that il--the tax on land values—
should pay the whole cost of govern-
ment.

In succesding paragraphs I will let
others present the theory which was so
ably and eloguently expounded by Henry
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George in his book called. “Progress and

Poverty,” published in 1879. Lincoln and"
- Henyy George devoutly belizved in un-

taxed Iree enterprise under the capital-
istic system. The man who produced was
(0 be encouraged; the man who took
gain without producing—the land owner
and speculalor—was 1o be taxed out of

all profit, .

In short, full taxation of land values

might be described as gn zmswer to so-

" cialism. It would fortify privaite enter-

‘prise while retaining for the publie
values produced by the compminity as
‘distinguished from gains by individual
effori.

From 1910 until his desth, Lincoln

contributed generously to the cause. To
the Lincoln Foundation, which was set
up in 1947, he gave $3,000,000 in his life-
time. To this, by the terms of hig will,
another $3,000,000 will be added. So far
as I know he never asked anyone eise to
contribute even a cent.

Among the enterprises from which his
fortune was derived are the Lincoln
Electric Co. {of which his brother James
F. Lincoln is chairman) and the Univer-
sal. Wire Spring Co. (recently sold)},
both of Cleveland, and the Bagdad Cop-
per Corp. of Arizona, Other sources of
his wealth were in real estate. He
owned or bad large interests in Wade
Park Manor, Moreland Courts in Shaker
Heights, Hotel Auditorium, Bulkley
Building, Camelback Inn in Arizona and
Lincoln Tower in Columbus.

In such investments-and speculations
in real estate it often seeimed to me he
must have taken sardonic delight in col-
lecting the huge gains which he publicly
condemnéd. He was proving to himgelf
and others that there was big money in
well-located sites. '

Lincoln’s biographers, Raymond Moley
and the late John W, Love, say that

Lincoln first heard of Single Tax in 1889

when Henry George spoke in Cleveland.
He was prompted to read “Progress and
Poverty” three times. Tom L. Johnson,
mayor of Cleveland from 1901-9, was an
enthusiastic Georgian, He made active
converts of Lincoln and such men as
Peter Wiit, E. W. Doty, David Gibson,
Newton D. Baker, Edmund Vance
Cooke, Herace Carr, Henry P. Boynton
and John D. Fackler {(who later re-
nounced the doctrine}, '

Gibsozi in 1913 began publication of a
four-page weekly magazine called The
Ground Hog, of which I was editor dur-
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ing the last two years of its four-year
exiztence. In those years I lived for
Single. Tax. _

When the first 'World War .came, no-
body had interest in anything but vie-
tory. The Ground Hog discontinued pub-
lication, and I turned to other inierests,
as gid almost everyone else in Cleveland
and sizewhere, Since then, so it szems
to me, the theory of land value taxation
mighi have died except for Lincoin. He
was deiermined that what he thought
was right and moral should prevall, and
so while others slept and were mute, he
was awake and {alking, =

In 1957 he asked me in becone a
member of the board of the Lincoln
Foundation. i had been ingctive in the
cause for 40 years, but his garnesiness
at our two meetings in his suite in the
Wade Park Manor led me o accepi the
invitation. I had not met the other di- |
rectors except Williarsn H. Hemis, the
Cleveland lawyer, and David C, Lincoln,
another Cleveland man, a son of the
founder, who is president of the Founda-
tion. Raymond Moley, a former {leve-
lander, and Bemis were old friends of
mine. Moley has been advisor of the
Foundation's activities since 1951,

Currently the Foundation iz financing
studies of taxation by professionais in
universities and research instituiions.
Among these are the University of Chi-
cago, University of Southern California,
Claremont College, University of Vir-
ginia, New York University, and Man-
agement Service Associates, Inc, We are
assembling facts. about land values,
taxes, “slums, suburbia, farm lands,
speculation, and private profits. The
board is objective in all this.

When Henry George wrote and when
Lincoln was a young man, the total
budgets of the nation, states, and cities
were insignificant by comparison with
today's expenditure for welfare and de-
fense. To expect to finance these costs
with a Single Tax would be ridiculous.
On the other hand, to load the burden
on producers and econsumers is absurd
and cruel.
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